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trouble 


Housing  problems  ari^ 
for  SBC  in  Pittsburgh 


BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


“The  bureau  opened  with  4,130  OFFICIAL  JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI 

rooms.  Tliey  simply  couM  not  deliver 

what  they  had  promised,”  he  said.  JACKSON  MISSISSIPPI.  THURSDAY,  MARCH  S4,  IMS 
Imperata  said  there  have  been  prob- 
lems  “which  could  have  happened  in 

(ContiiiuedonpageS)  A  A  Ci 


began  accepting  applicatioos  for  re- 
servatioiis  for  the  SBC,  however,  the 
number  of  available  rooms  had  dwin¬ 
dled  by  nearly  3,0M.  “Two  of  the  hotels 
simply  didn’t  exist  anymore,”  Hcd- 
quistsaid. 


PITTSBURGH  (BP)— Housing  may 
be  a  problem  for  the  IMS  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tiM,  according  to  convention  ar¬ 
rangements  officials. 

Part  of  the  problem,  according  to 
Tim  Hedquist,  convention  arrange¬ 
ments  manager  for  the  SBC  Ehcecutive 
Committee,  is  that  there  simply  are 
not  enough  hotd  rooms  to  go  around. 

Bob  Imperata,  director  of  conven¬ 
tion  sales  and  services  for  the 
Pittsburgh  Convention  and  Visitors 
Bureau,  Inc.,  agreed:  “The  SBC  is 
bigger  than  what  we  are  accustomed 
to;  we  don’t  try  to  deal  with  conven- 
tions  of  this  size  on  a  regular  basis.” 

Pittsburgh,  which  was  selected  as 
the  site  for  the  IMS  meeting  at  the  1976 
meeting,  does  not  meet  current 
guidelines  for  host  dtim,  which  call 
for  a  city  to  have  an  arena  capable  of 
seating  16,000  persons,  adequate 
exhibit  space  and  6,S00  hotel  rooms 
within  wdking  distance.  The  size  of 
the  hall  and  tte  number  of  rooms  are 
needed  because  the  convention  will 
have  an  estimated  IS.OOO  messengns. 

Hedquist  said  when  the  convention 
arrangements  subcommittee  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  visited 
Pittsburgh  in  1971,  the  city-operated 
bureau  committed  6,129  rooms,  “the 
most  ever  committed  by  a  bur^  to 
the  SBC.” 

By  the  time  the  housing  bureau 


‘Unity  of  Spirit’ 
theme  of  1983  ^ 


Jail  consultation 

Participents  at  the  recent  Baptist  )ail  ministry  consultation  at  Parchman  dialogue 
with  Morris  Thigpen,  right,  commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Corrections.  From  left 
partictpants  are  Pat  McLeilan,  Magee;  E.  C.  Mann,  Hattieaburg;  and  Clint  Sims, 
Tupelo.  About  50  people  from  25  counties  where  Baptist  Jail  ministriee  are  already 
organized  participated.  John  McBride,  director  of  the  Cooperative  Ministries  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Missisaippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  said  the  purpose  of  the  consul¬ 
tation  was  to  eetabish  ways  for  people  out  in  the  state  to  work  with  the  prison 
chaplairrs;  with  Ovis  Fairley,  director  of  the  Parchman  Prison  Ministries;  and  with 
Prison  Fellowship,  a  ministry  organized  by  former  White  House  staffer  Charles 
Colson.  Participants  were  asked  to  Mrve  as  contact  for  prisorwrs'  family  assistance 
needs,  aitd  in  helping  rstumit>g  irunates.  (Richard  Alford  photo.) 


Bill  would  prevent 
school  religious 
activity  denials 


By  Gerri  Ratliff 

WASHINGT(»f  (BP)-Befi.  Mark  0. 
Hatfield,  R-Ore.,  has  reintroduced 
legislation  to  prevent  public  school 
districts  from  discriminating  against 
voluntary,  student-initiated  religious 
meetings  by  high  school  students. . 

The  MU,  S.IIS,  forbids  any  public 
secondary  school  which  receives  fed¬ 
eral  financial  assistance  and  allows 
students  to  meet  during  non- 
instnictional  periods  to  discriminate 
against  meetiiigs  of  students  on  the 
basis  of  the  content  of  the  speech  at 
such  meetings.  It  also  allows  students 
to  lake  aetool  of  fieMf  to  federal  court 


Committee  on  Boards 
to  report  before  SBC 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-The 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  Commit¬ 
tee  On  Boards,  after  a  tuHHlay  execu¬ 
tive  sesskn,  announced  it  will  release 
its  report  “at  least  30  days”  before  the 
IMI  mma 


ing  to  Ptltokurgii, 


“We  hope  to  enact  this  Mil  to  restore 
the  First  Amendment  right  of  freedom 
of  religioo  to  students  wherever  those 
rights  are  being  denied,’’  Hatfield 
said. 

The  bill  has  the  support  of  Demo¬ 
crats,  Republicans,  liberals,  conser¬ 
vatives,  and  moderates,  be  said.  Four¬ 
teen  senators  signed  on  as  initial  co¬ 
sponsors. 

A  provision  of  the  bill  specifies  it  is 
not  meant  to  permit  the  government  to 
influence  the  form  or  content  of  any 
prayer  or  religious  activity  or  require 
student  participation. 

“From  the  ^ginning,  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  to  be  in  a  neutral  position  on 
the  matter  of  church  and  state.  When 
the  state  takes  the  position  that  you 
cannot  exercise  a  rdigious  right,  but 
you  can  exercise  every  other  Idnd  of  a 
right  in  the  same  context,  that  puts  the 
state  in  an  adversary  role.”  he  said. 

In  IMl,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  in 
WMmar  v.  Viaccat  that  public  univer¬ 
sities  may  not  deny  student  religious 
groups  access  to  campus  facilities  for 
their  meetings.'  “But  lesser  courts 
have  upheld  acts  of  discrimination  by 
public  school  districts  not  allowing 
Bible  study  when  other  dubs  are  al¬ 
lowed,”  be  said. 

(Gerri  Ratliff  writes  far  the  Baptist 
Joint  Cemniittee.)  1 


(3iarles  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Oiurch  of  AtlMta,  and  chairman 
of  the  conunittee,  told  Baptist  Press: 
“I  would  like  to  have  it  out  by  the  Hrst 
week  in  May.” 

’Die  committee,  made  up  of  52  per¬ 
sons,  nominates  persons  to  serve  as 
trustees,  directors  or  committee 
members  of  the  20  organizations  sup¬ 
ported  through  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

The  committee  has  been  the  focus  of 
controversy  in  the  denomination  for 
the  past  several  years,  and  has  been 
featured  in  floor  fights  during  the  past 
two  annual  meetings.  Much  of  the  at¬ 
tention  has  been  bKause  of  publicly 
stated  aims  of  one  faction  in  the  de¬ 
nomination  to  gain  control  of  the 
boards  of  the  various  agencies,  filling 
them  with  persons  of  a  particular 
theological  viewpoint 

’The  release  of  the  names  in  advance 
of  the  annual  meetllg  became  an  issue 
in  1962  when  then  presidoit  Bailey  E. 
Smith  of  De!  City,  Okla.,  declined  to 
reveal  his  appointments  prior  to  the 
New  Orleails  meeting.  Daniel  Vestal  of 
Midland,  Texas,  chairman  of  the 
cgmmittM  on  boards,  followed  suit 
also  decUning  to  make  the  appoint¬ 
ments  pitolic  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
the  convltotion. 

In  maUng  his  announcement  Stan- 


What’s  Inside 


Editorials  by  Don  McGregt 


The  prayer  phase  of  the  Convention 
MAuD  movie  timing  was  good 
Faces  and  Places  by  Anne  McWilliams  ^  Page  4 
'Please  buy  me  a  sandwich"  ' 

Taking  church  **out  (4  woods  f*og^  ^ 

Caring  for  widows.  Page  3 


On  foreign  fields 


Political  neutrality  sometimes  difficult 


By  Mary  Jane  Wekh 

RICHM(^D,  Va.  (BP)— Debate  over  sup¬ 
port  of  Israel  and  the  politi|cal  activities  of  tte 
National  and  World  (Council  of  Churches  is 
focusing  attention  again  on  Southern  Baptists’ 
longtime  stand  against  involvement  in  politics 
overseas. 

For  the  denomination’s  Foreign  Mission 
Board  and  its  SJW)  missionaries  in  M  coun¬ 
tries,  the  issue  is  crucial.  Board  officials  have 
long  said  an  apolitical  stance  toward  their  host 
governments  is  essential  for  carrying  out  their 
primary  task— evangelism  and  church  build- 

«n* 

In  1974,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  adapted  a 
statement  affirming  its  commitment  to  politi¬ 
cal  neutrality,  but  also  affirming  a  concern  for 
the  spiritual  am^humanitarian  weUve  of  all 
people  regardless  of  their  political  convic¬ 
tions.  ’The  statement  asks  mi^onaries  to  “re¬ 
frain  from  political  actions  or  statements  that 
might  endainger  other  missionaries  or  national 
Christians  or  jeopardize  the  witness  for  Christ 
in  any  part  of  the  world.” 

While  few  Southern  Baptists  would  disagree 
with  the  statement  on  first  reading,  they  make 
exceptions  on  individual  issues.  Some  South¬ 
ern  Baptistsinterpret  the  Bible  as  saying  they 
must  siqiport  Israel  regardless  of  how  it  af¬ 
fects  witness  in  Arab  countries.  One  Baptist 
pastor  has  announced  he  will  reintroduM  a 
pro-Israel  resolution  tabled  at  last  year’s 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention. 

Others  say  missionaries  working  where 
people  face  injustice  must  speak  out  against 


His  stand  suggests  that  of  some  other  de¬ 
nominations.  Roman  (Catholics  have  become 
identified,  especially  in  Latin  America,  with  a 
fight  against  poverty  md  injustice  that  often 
brings  them  into  conflict  with  political  parties. 
Some  have  paid  for  that  stand  with  th^  lives. 

The  National  (Council  of  (Churches,  which 
represents  a  number  of  mainline  Protestant 
churches,  and  the  World  (Council  of  (Churches 
have  recently  come  under  attack  by  Readers’ 
Digest  and  (C^’ N  Mtoates  for  alleged  support 
of  revolutionary  groups  around  Uk  world. 

(Christian  groups  which  take  political  stands 
charge  that  evangelical  Ctoistians  have 
buried  their  heads  in  the  sand  and  reduced 
their  faith  to  an  other  worldly  fantasy  that  ig¬ 
nores  peofde’s  urgent  needs. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  President  R.  Keith 
Parks  disagrees.  “I  don’t  believe  that  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  I  know  are  lacking  in  the  willingness 
to  be  prophetic  or  take  a  stand,”  he  says. 

Missionaries  should  teach  basic  biblical 
principles  on  morality,  ethics,  human  rights, 
the  ri^t  of  the  indivi^l,  justice,  and  righte¬ 
ousness,  he  says.  And  they  should  encourage 
individual  Baptists  to  apply  those  principles  as 
they  take  pert  in  their  own  natkxud  life. 

Missionaries  can  cite  numerous  examples 
where  ovmeas  Baptists  are  doing,  just  ^t. 
One  mi^ionary  says  the  government  in  this 
country  welcomes  the  churches  as  long  as  it 
sticks  to  talking  about  the  Bible,  faith,  healing, 
tithing,  and  witnessing,  i^t  some  pastors  have 
been  reported  to  the  ^ke  for  remarks  in  the 
pulpit  that  strayed  from  that  agenda.  Hiose 


the  parties  inflicting  it,  even  if  they  get  booted 
from  the  country. 

Most  missionaries  accept  and  appreciate 
the  board’s,  policy,  but  world  political  issues 
toat  concern  U.S.  Baptists  are  even  doser  to 
them.  Those  issues  touch  the  people  they  live 
with. 

“One  of  the  most  difficult  thin^  for  new 
missionaries  is  to  separate  what  is  gospel— 
biuic  biblical  principles-^oin  culturd  mark¬ 
ings,”  says  one  missionary.  “I  do  believe  there 
is  a  place  for  social  ministries  and  involve¬ 
ment  in  government.  But  as  we  go  from 
America,  we  must  be  very,  very  cai^ul.  We 
are  dealing  erossculturally.” 

He  has  ptopointed  the  reason  most  often 
9ven  by  board  officials  for  their  apolitical 
stance;  Missionaries  are  guests  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  where  they  work.  As  guests,  they  have  no 
right  to  tell  their  hosts  how  to  run  their  homes. 

Another  missionary  disagrees  with  that 
phiksi^y.  The  argument  that  missionaries 
shouldn’t  be  interested  in  their  host  govern- 

fMa^wwfe  A/v  Kasvuv  ta  *  ** 


pastors  wtfe  called  in  by  the  police  to  listen  to 
tapes  of  their  sermons  explato  comments 

in  them. 

Parks  also  points  out  that  the  board’s  neut¬ 
ral  political  stance  has  facilitated,  rather  than 
hindered,  ministry  to  people  to  need. 

“I  think  it  has  enabled  us  to  live  above  the 
political  strife  in  a  country  and  to  continue  to 
meet  human  needs  on  both  sides  of  some  very 
bitter  divisions  and  has  enaMed  us  to  continue 
to  minister,  even  when  transition  has  come 
and  some  groups  have  not  been  allowed  to 
stay,”  he  states. 

Parks  dtes  Uganda  as  an  example.  When 
the  Tanzanian  army  chased  former  Ugandan 
dictator  Idi  Amin  from  the  country,  Swtbem 
Baptists  were  able  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  first  fdaneload  of  medical  aid  to  enter 
Uganda.  They  could  do  so  because  two  missio¬ 
nary  couples  had  stayed  in  the  country  after 
Amin  banned  most  churches.  Staying  within 
the  letter  of  the  law,  they  quietly  operated  a 
Bible  correqxmdence  school  and  assured  the 
Ugandan  people  that  they  cared. 

Political  neutrality  has  enabled  Southern 
Baptists  to  stay  in  many  countries  despite 
diMiging  political  dtonates,  but  it  has  not  al¬ 
ways  guaranteed  safety.  Missionary  Archie 
Dunaway,  a  Mississippian^  was  murdered 
during  guerrilla  warfare  for  Zimbabwe’s  in- 
dependmce  two  years  before  the  war’s  end. 
Southern  Baptists  curtailed  some  ministries 
during  the  war,  but  they  stayed  there,  carry¬ 
ing  out  spiritual,  medical,  and  educational 
ministries  that  continue  today. 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has  dearly 
drawn  the  Um  Idling  its  missionaries  not  to 
campaign  for  or  against  particular  political 
candidates  or  parties.  But  steering  dear  of  all 
political  imidications  is  difficult 

No  missionary  can  work  in  a  foreign  country 
unless  the  government  there  grants  him  visas 
and  work  permits.  Southern  Baptists’  growing 
development  ministries  require  close  cooper-i 
ation  with  governments.  Southern  Baptists^ 
provide  me^al  and  educattonal  persomd  to 
government  institutions  in  many  countries. 

Although  the  Fordgn  Bfission  Board  is  in¬ 
creasing  its  ministries  to  man’s  body,  it  main¬ 
tains  fhat  its  prunary  ministry  is  s^  spiritu¬ 
al.  Political  change  will  not  solve  the  world’s 
problems. . 

(3arfc  Scanlon,  a  board  stafler  who  spent  27 
years  as  a  missioanry  in  Latin  America,  suys, 
“The  problem  is  thatany  utopian  society  trips 
on  the  tohcrentevil  within  persons.  OnlyJesiu 
puist  can  make  a  new  person.  The  making  of 
a  new  person  in  Christ  Jesus  is  the  central 
message  the  church  has  to  offer  to  a  revohitio- 
nary  society— or  any  other  society.” 

In  its  policy  against  political  involvement, 
the  Foreign  Mission  Bo>^  “is  expressing  its 
commitment  to  established  Southern  Baptist 
principles,”  pointed  out  Parks.  “The  validity 
of  this  appro^  a^iears  confirmed  in  tha  ea- 
panding  opportunities  to  enter  new  countries, 
as  well  as  the  results  seen  where  service  is  now 
being  given.” 

(Rf^  Jane  Wekk,  a  Mlsslsdppiaa,  is  a 


qRents  comes  “close  to  beiqg  a  ‘cop-out,’  ”  he 
ttys.  “We  don't  use  that  argument  about  any 
otter  vital‘'issue— the  lost,  the,  sick.  The 
board’s  policy  is  necessary,  twt  it  is  inconsis¬ 
tent  with  the  rest  of  our  b^vior.” 

The  policy  can  be  interpreted,  he  says,  to 
mean ;  “Be  politically  neutral  when  the  choice 
is  to  say  something  upsetting;  don’t  be  if  you 
can  ingratiate  yourself.  To  the  extent  this  is 
implemented,  it  is  not  a  spiritual  but  a  prag¬ 
matic  policy,”  he  adds. 


HMTiday.  March  84,  IIP 


Southern  Baptist  Convention 


(Contiiwed  from  page  1)  7:30— Home  Mission  BoardReport—WilliamG. 

S:30—Baiediction— Russell  Fitts,  pastor,  Zion 

1:30— Evangelistic  Singers— William  J.Reyn^ds,  associate  professor  of  cburch  lliarsday  Morning,  June  16  _ 


Tnes^y  Afternoon,  June  14 

music.  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  TX 
2:30— Congregational  Singing— Robert  Wagoner,  Euless,  TX 
Prayer— William  J.  Loti,  layman,' Boones  Mill,  VA 
2:40— Theme  Intoijretation-^oel  Gregory,  Fort  Worth,  TX 
2 :  SS— Messenger  Information  Survey— Martin  B.  Bradley,  recording  secretary, 
manager,  research  services  department,  Sunday  School  Board, 
Nashville,  TN 
3:05— Election  of  Officers 
3:25— Introduction  of  Business  and  Resolutions 
3:35— Congregational  Singing— Robert  Wagoner,  Euless,  TX 
3:40— Executive  Committee  Report  (Part  2)— Harold  C.  Bennett,  Nashville,  TN 
4:05— Sunday  School  Board  Re|mt-Gradv  C.  Cothen,  president,  Nashville,  TN 


9:00— Musk  for  Insjwation—^^bmbined  Choirs  of  Greater  r  pusi 

Association,  Karen  Petro,  director  j 

9:30-Congregational  Singing-Gilbert  Wilder,  music  secretary.  State  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Baptists  in  Ohio,  Columbus  vn 

Prayer-Dale  0.  Steele,  pastor.  First  BapUst  Church,  BurhngtOT,  NC 
9:40-Southern  BapUst  Foundation  Report-HoUis  E.  Johnson  III,  execuUve 

secretary-treasurer,  Nashville,  TN^  *  .  «  v ■ 

9:5d-GoWen  Gate  Baptist  Theological  Serilnary  Report-Frank  Pollard,  presi¬ 
dent,  Mill  Valley,  CA  .  o  i 

10:00— Conunissioh  on  the  American  Baptist  Seniiiwy  Repwt,  Arthur  L. 

Walker,  Jr.,  secretary-treasurer,  Nashville,  TN 

16:05-Southeastem  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Report-W.  Kanaau  Loiiey, 
president.  Wake  Forest,  NC 

10:15— Theme  Interpretation— Joel  Gregory,  Fort  Worth,  TX  ’• 

10:30— Midwesto’n  Baptist  Thecdogical  Seminary  Report— Milton  Ferguson, 
president,  Kansas  City,  MO 

10:40— Qmgr^ational  Singing— Gilbert  Wilder,  Cdumbus,  OH 

Resdutions  Committee  ^inal) 

Miscellaneous  Business 


Trinity  Paator  Ray  Ware  stands  In  tha  midst  ol  a  group  of  members,  who.  when 
■•ked  what  was  making  the  chu  rch  grow,  offered  a  couple  of  hours  worth  pf  reasons, 
all  pointing  to  a  caring  attitude  toward  those  in  need. 


4:35— Business 

Ejection  of  Officers  (Second) 

Committee  on  Committees  Report 
Committee  on  Boards  Report 
Miscellaneous  Business 

5:20— Benediction— Roy  Owen,  executive  director,  Ntfrthem  Plains  Baptist  10:45— Busine^  Session 
(Convention,  Rapid  (City,  SD 

Tuesday  Evening,  June  14 

6:50— Mi^  for  Inspiration— “Shekinah,”  First  Baptist  CSiurch,  Euless,  TX, 

Robert  Wagoner,  director 

7:15— (Congregational  Singing— William  J.  Reynolds,  Fwt  Wwth,  TX 

Prayer— A.  A.  Hyden,  vice  president  of  student  affairs,  Baylor  Univer¬ 
sity,  Waco,  TX 

7:30— Foreign  Mission  Board  Report— R.  Keith  Parks,  president,  Richmond,  VA 
8:30— Business  and  Election  of  Officers 

8:4(l-Congregational  Singing— William  J.  Reynolds,  Fwt  Worth,  TX 
8:45— Music-^inton  Nichols,  associate  professor  d  church  musie.  New  Or¬ 
leans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
8:50— Bold  Mission  Thrust  Report— Harold  C.  Bennett,  Nashville,  TN 
9 :00— Benediction-^chard  W.  Lubbert,  minister  of  outreach  and  pastoral  care. 

First  Baptist  (Church,  New  Orleans,  LA 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  15 

9:00— Music  for  Inspiration— Sanctuary  Choir,  Park  (Cities  Baptist  Church,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX,  (Chiurles  H.  Worley,  director 

9:30— (Congregational  Singing— S.  Milbum  Price,  dean.  School  of  Church  Music, 

Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky 
Prayer— Brian  L.  Harbour,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Pensacola,  FL 
9:40— Election  of  Officers 

Miscellaneous  Business 

9:55— Theme  Interprets tiwi— Joel  Gregory,  Fort  Worth,  TX. 

10:10— Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminm7  Report— Roy  L.  Honeycutt,  Jr., 

president,  Louisville,  KY  Thursday  Evening,  June  16 

10:20— Annuity  Board  Report-^arold  H.  Morgan,  president,  Dallas,  TX  6:45— Music  for  Inspiration— Ru8s4 

10:40— Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Report— Russell  H.  Dilday,  7 : 15— (Congregational  Singing— Wil 
president.  Fort  Worth,  TX  Praydr— Terri  Jean  Drapei 


Taking  the  church 


out  of  the  woods 


12:30— Benediction— Rodney  V.  Byard,  assistant  to  the  presidwt  w  conmum- 
cation.  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  NC 

Thursday  Aftemo(«,  Jun^  16  .  _ 


little  girl  for  church  who  obviously  was 
cold.  She  said  there  was  no  heat  in  the 
house.  He  took  the  family  a  load  of 
firewood.  “They  started  coming  to 
church,  and  three  adults  were  sav^  as 
a  result,’’  he  says. 

A  couple  of  house  fires  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  one  member  and  one  non¬ 
member’s  homes,  brought  loads  of 
household  items  and  clothes  to  help 
them  start  over. 

“You’ve  got  to  let  people  know 
you’re  willing  to  help— to  love  them,” 
say  Trinity  members. 

“It’s  not  all  roses,”  says  one.  “One 
man  told  me  what  he’d  do  to  me”  if 
witnessed  to  again.  Now,  “his  kids 
come  to  church.” 

Joelleeves  says  his  daughter  got  to 
him.  The  kindergartner  told  him,  “I 
was  the  onliest  one  that  didn’t  go  to 
church.”  He  put  her  on  the  church  bus 
for  choir  and  decided  that  wouldn’t  do; 
that  he  needed  to  go  with  his  daughter. 
“I  haven’t  regretted  it.  We’re  just 
happier  people.  That  comes  with  living 
for  the  Lord,”  he  says. 

“We’ve  been  ministering  to 
people— some  would  not  be  welcome  in 
other  churches,”  says  a  member.  And 
some  of  the  kids  who  come  aren’t  fully 
oriented  to  church  behavior. 

One  woman  said  she  didn’t  really 
think  Trinity  would  grow.  “When  the 
children  came  in .  . .  they  didn’t  know 
how  to  sit  down  ...  It  amazed  us  the 
Lord  would  think  we  could  take  the  re¬ 
sponsibility.” 

Ware,  who  works  during  the  week  in 
'Dipelo  as  a  letter  carrier  for  the  post 
ojffice^  began  as  pastor  of  Trinity  at 
.^tv  .of  49i)l-.'HV,  W  qf  the 

IXipelo  post  office  and  chaplain  of  the 
Mississippi  Rural  Letter  Carriers  As¬ 
sociation  and  the  South  Central  States 
Rural  Letter  Carriers  Conference. 

His  wife,  Charlene,  teaches  at 
Lakeview  Christian  School  in  Tueplo. 
Ware  says  that  while  out  visiting  in  the 
community,  he  convinced  a  man  to  let 
his  children  ride  the  bus  to  church.  The 
man  made  a  recommitment  of  his  life 
to  COrist  and  commented  to  Ware,  “If  I 
could  read  the  Bible,  I’d  be  the  hap¬ 
piest  man:0n  earth.”  Charlene  Ware, 
taught  the  man  reading  fundamentals 
and  he’s  attending  services  now. 

In  the  little  knot  of  people  telling  the 
story  of  the  church  is  a  woman  who 
testifies  that  in  the  past  year  three 
sons  and  her  husband  were  saved  and 
baptized  at  Trinity.  She  said  her  hus¬ 
band  had  never  been  in  a  church  be¬ 
fore.  Asked  how  the  man  was  reached, 
she  pointed  to  one  of  the  members  in 
the  group.  “Because  people  like  him 
took  an  interest  in  his  soul.” 

In  1962  the  little  church  had  28  addi¬ 
tions  by  baptism  and  seven  by  letter. 
Ware  adds,  “And  there’s  a  whole  lot 
we  haven’t  reached  yet.” 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

CM  Wednesday  nights,  Ray  Ware, 
pastor  of  ’Trinity  Baptist  Church  at 
Quincy,  can  drive  for  a  half  hour  pick¬ 
ing  up  people  for  church  without  hit- 
tii^  a  pav^  road. 

Trinity,  in  eastern  Monroe  County, 
and  nearly  out  of  Mississippi,  is  a 
church  that’s  out  in  the  woods;  Mem¬ 
bers  laugh  with  understanding  when 
vBttors  ^ve  trouble  finding  it  But,  as 
ot^'member  put  it  it’s  growing  be¬ 
cause  “the  church  got  out  of  the 
woo*.” 

years  ago.  Trinity  developed  when 
some  of  the  ^ptist  members  of  the  old 
Qaincy  Methodist-Baptist  Church 
wanted  services  every  week. 

TAfter  several  years  of  troubles  with 
M  independent  movement  the  church 
^biliz^.  In  January  of  1980  there 
wtM  45  enrolled  in  Sunday  School; 
mm  there  are  69. 

.3iember  Joe  Reeves  says  the  way 
thpy  reach  people  is  through  the  chil- 
Vacation  Bible  School  enrolled 
ottiinOO  children.  Aberdeen  Baptist 
gave  Trinity  a  bus  and  the 
cBfitch  started  using  it  and  a  couple  of 
vans  to  pick  up  people  for  services. 

•  'The  January  Bible  study’s  first 
night,  led  by  Pastor  Ware,  a  bivoca- 
dionat  pastor,  drew  17  adults,  17  pre- 
:teens,  and  a  half  dozen  teenagers. 

:  Organizing  choirs  has  helped.  There 
^are  four:  youth,  adult,  children,  and 
ipre-scbool . ’Their  parents  come  to  hear 
them  and  hear  the  word  of  God  in  the 
process. 

An  active  softball  team  has  encour- 
iagaJiRr.ticipation  to.tpenagsr§.pnd 

_ _ .A?  _.  _  •  At_  _  _1  A  _ 


2:00— Muric  for  Inspiration— John  and  Mary  Gigw,  concept  artists,  D^as,  TX 
2:30-^-(k)ngregational  Singing— Doyal  V.  Splice,  minister  of  music,  Fu^t  B^ 
tist  (Jhurch,  Roanoke,  VA  .  n,  i 

Prayer— Josqjh  A.  Brown,  pasUw,  First  Baptist  Qiurch,  Lake  Wales,  FL 
2:40— Introduction  of  Fratomal  Messengers 

2:50— Historical  Ckimmission  Rpport— Lyim  E.  May,  Jr.,  executive  director- 
treasura*,  Nashville,  ’TN 


3:00— Baptist  Joint  (Committee  on  Public  Affairs  Report— James  M.  Dunn, 
executive  director,  Washington,  DC 

3:10— Cliristian  Life  CommissioQ  Report— Foy  Valentine,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer,  Nashville,  TN 

3:20— Stewardship  Commission  Report— A.  R.  Fagan,  executive  director- 
treasurer,  Nashville,  TN 

3: 30-Baptist  World  Alliance  Report— Gerhard  Claas,  general  secretary, 
Washington,  DC 

3:4(1— Congregational  Singing— Doyal  Spence,  Roanoke,  VA 

3:45— Theme  Interpretation— Joel  Gregory,  Fort  Worth,  TX 

4:00— Business  Session 

5:00— Benediction— William  Lacy,  pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Lake  Oiarles, 


11:10— Education  Commission  Report— Arthur  L.  Walker,  Jr.,  executive  rector,  Birmingham,  AL  . 

director-treasurer,  Nashville,  TN  7:55— Congregational  Singing— William  J.  Reynolds,  Fopt  WcH’th,  TX 

ll:20-^American  Bible  Society  Report— Alice  E.  Ball,  general  secretary.  New  8:00— SpecialEmfriiasis—FredRoach, president, CentenpialHomes,DalIas,TX 
York,  NY  testimony.  The  Laity— Ministers  in  the  World 

11 :25— Business  8: 10— Music— Russell  Newport,  Springfield,  MO 

Election  of  Offices  and  8: 15— Introduction  of  Speako*— Neal  Jones,  pastor,  (^umbia  Baptist  (Hiurch, 

First  Report  of  Resolutions  (Committee  Falls  Church,  VA 

11:55— Congregational  Singing— Milbum  Price,  Louisville,  KY  8:20— Unity  (rf  the  Spirit— In  Mmistry— Charles  W.  Colson,  president.  Prison 

12:00— Music— Sanctuary  Choir,  Park  Cities  Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  TX,  Fellowship,  Washington,  DC 

Charles  H.  Worley,  director  9:00— Benediction— Bailey  Ray  praper,  printer,  Euless,  TX 

12 : 05— Scripture  and  prayer— James  Wideman,  pastor,  Screven  Memorial  Bap-  Convention  Officers 

,  tist, Church,  Portsmopth,  NH  .  r  -  vl  JamM  T,  praper,  Jr.,  president:  pastor.  First  BaptistChurch,  Ekiless,  TX  , 

4.V-^leitz:  pastor,  Pi^,C^««;Baptfst  nastor,«ro«dii»««r  Baptis*  Cl^h. 


jhdped  in  thdr  interactim  with  adiUtsi 
:  One  res^ttiW  pUM  bf'contact  has 
been' the  school  bus  which  member 
Ann  Price  drives.  “Th«^  were  10  off 
my-whool  bus  saved  tins  year,”  she 
says. 

The  children  on  the  van  Wednesday 
night  Udd  Ware  to  stop  at  a  certain 
bouse  where  the  little  girl  promised 
that  day  in  school  to  come  to  church. 
Warp,  who  had  already  met  the  fami- 
Jiy,.^tracted  a  promise  from  the  pa¬ 
rents  they  would  come  that  weekend. 

It  was  through  children  that  Trinity 
began  to  meet  some  of  the  physical 
needs  in  the  area  which  has  high  un¬ 
employment. 

Ann  Price  says  some  of  the  children 
get  on  the  bus  in  cold  weather  with  no 
coat.  Price  asked  the  parent  of  one 
child  if  she  could  get  the  child  a  coat. 
r’Tbe  parent  said  okay  and  shortly  the 
child  was  outfitted. 

-  Instead  of  having  yard  sales,  mem- 
^tiers  opened  up  a  good  neighbor  store 
sn  tile  area  for  Saturdays,  in  1962.  On 
BChristmas  members  took  groceries  to 
jseveral  families  they  knew  who  had 
special  needs. 

*  One  member  stopped  to  pick  up  a 


director  of  public  relatiotis,  SBC  Executive  Committee,  Nashville,  TTf 
Clommittee  On  Order  of  Business 

Bruce  Mclver,  chairman,  pastor,  Wilshire  Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  TX 
Larry  C.  Oawford,  surgeon,  Burlington,  NC 
J.  Nixon  Daniel  HI,  attorney,  Beggs  &  Lane,  Pensacola,  FL 
James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  SBC  president;  and  pastor.  First  ^ptist  Church,  Euless, 
TX 

Charles  G.  Fullw,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Roanoke,  VA. 

William  M.  Hinson,  pastor.  First  B^tist  Church,  New  Orleans,  LA 


CT  curriculum  workshops 
for  adult,  youth,  children 


A.  Douglas  Watterson,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Knoxville,  TN 
Convention  Mnsidans 

William  J.  Reynolds,  music  director,  associate  professor  of  church  music. 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Fm-t  Worth,  TTC 
Hardd  R.  Price,  assistant  music  director,  music  secretary.  Baptist  Convention 
of  Pennsylvania-South  Jc;rsey,  Harrisburg,  PA 
A1  Washburn,  wganist,  chairman,  dh  ision  of  church  music.  New  Orleans  Ban- 


First  Church,  Foxworth;  and  Eastha- 
ven  Church,  Brookhaven. 

The  youth  workshops  will  be  Mar.  28 
at  Immanuel  Church,  Vicksburg;  at 
Poplar  brings  Drive,  Meridian;  and 
at  the  associational  office  in  Men¬ 
denhall.  Mar.  29  at  Immanuel, 
Natchez;  at  Clarke  (Onto*,  (Quitman; 
and  Alta  Woods,  Jackson.  Mar.  31  at 
Forest  Church,  Forest;  and  at  First 
The  adult  workshops  will  be  March..  Churches  of  Philadelphia  and  Yazoo' 
28  at  First  Church,  Moss  Point;  COnt-i  C^ty. 

ral  Church,  McComb;  and  West  Preschool/children’s  workshops 
Laurel  Church,  Laurel;  March  29  at  will  be  Mar.  28  at  First  Baptist 

First  Church,  Gulfport;  38th  Avenue  Churches  of  COlumbus,  Cleveland,  and 

supported  Marxist  causes  and  ter-  Church,  Hattiesburg;  and  Liberty  Winona.  And  Mar.  29  at  NOTth  Green- 

rorist  organizations.  Church,  Liberty;  and  Mar.  31  at  the  wood  Church,  Greenwood;  and  at  Ac- 

A  native  of  France,  (hidon  said  at-  associational  center  in  (hrriere;  at  kerman  Church, 
tacks  such  at  the  TV  program  and  a 
critical  article  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Reader’s  Digest,  have  been  wches- 
trated  in  part  by  the  South  Africa  gov¬ 
ernment  which  has  spent  “around  |200 
million  trying  to  destabilize  any  or¬ 
ganization  which  opposes  apartheid.” 

“We  have  to  affirm  our  faith  and  our 
solidarity  with  the  poor,”  he  said. 

“You  are  always  embarrassed  when 
you  help  the  poor.  If  you  don’t  want  to 
be  embarrtesed,  stay  with  the  rich.  The  only  way  a  tithe  for  (jod  will .  and  what  they  do.  Most  children  never 
You  don’t  help  the  poor  by  staying  ever  get  into  a  family  budget  is  for  the  get  far  away  frcrni  the  blessing  or  curse 

within  your  church  building  and  never  Christian  family  to  make  it  a  priority  ^  the  home  in  which  they  grew  up. 

protesting  injustice,”  he  said.  item.  Elach  family  spends  its  money  on  Parents,  the  best  way  to  teach  your 

The  36-year-old  group  which  is  aim-  what  it  thinks  is  important.  The  family  children  to  love  and  serve  God  is  to 

ing  for  theological  unity  among  a  check-stubs  are  the  most  accurate  ii)-  love  and  serve  God  yourself.  If  you 

number  of  denomlftations,  will  hold  its  dicators  of  what  that  family  gives  want  your  children  to  grow  up  and 

sixth  assembly  in  Vancouver,  British'  priority  to!  honor  God  and  the  diurch  in  their  fam- 

Columbia  in  late  July.  To  pleiue  God,  we  must  have  Bible-  ily  finances,  set  a  good  example  for 

centered  priorities  in  our  lives  and  them  to  follow, 
budgets.  No  person  outside  your  fam-  You  can  virtually  place  a  curse  on 
ily  can  establish  your  priorities  and  your  children  if  you  allow  them  to  grow 

niake  your  family  budget.  However,  up  filled  with  the  secularism  of  the 

God  makes  a  strong  appeal  that  his  world.  About  half  the  marriages  today 

kingdom  and  his  righteousness  be  end  in  divorce.  One,  if  not  the  major, 

given  first  place.  Only  (jod  and  the  cause  of  family  discord  and  divorce  is 

church  is  worthy  of  such  a  commit-  money  mismanagement 
ment!  Show  your  family  how  to  honor  God 

When  one'tips  a  good  waitress  more  with  your  wealth.  Your  example  is 

Nationwide,  11,702  students  were  than  he  gives  to  church,  what  does  he  worth  a  thousand  words!  Elstablish 

aptized,  a  19  percent  gain  over  the  think  is  important?  Whra  one  spends  Clod  and  the  church  as  the  number  one 

61  total  of  9,765,  according  to  infor-  more  for  recreation  than  he  gives  to  priority  in  your  family  life  and  budget 

lation  compiled  from  the  Uniform  church,  what  is  important  in  his  life?  You  can  begin  by  placing  a  titlK  in 
hurch  Letter.  A  Oiristian  family  should  talk  over  your  family  budget  for  (Sod  and  your 

Texas  led  all  states  with  2,257  stu-  their  love  for  and  commitment  to  church. 

ent  baptisms;  Oklahoma  was  second  Christ  and  the  church.  Parents  are  (TVs  series  is  prepared  by  the  Mis- 

ith  1,015.  powerful  teachers  by  what  they  say  sissippi  Baptist  Stewardship  office.) 


Thedogical  Seminary,  Louisville, 


ADULT  LEADERSHIP  WDRKSHDPS 

March  28  M^  PdnL  First  Bill  Utham, 

McCom^  Central  Mic  Morrow 

Laurel,  West  Laurel  David  Lw,  I 

March  29  Gulfoort,  Firrt  BiUUtHam 

Hattiesbure,  38th  Avenue  David  Lee 

Uberty,  Uterty  Mic  Morrow 

March  31  Carriere,  Baptist  Center  BUI  Utham 

Foworth’  Firet  „  David  Lee 

Brookhaven,  Easthaven  Mic  Morrow 


and  family 
priorities 


WDRKSHDPS 

Ron  Shearer,  Brookhaven 
‘  Terry  Garvin,  Ckirinth 
Ken  Trinkle,  Florida 
Convention 

Ron  Shearer 
Terry  Garvin 
Ken  TVinkle 

Ron  Shearer 
Terry  Garvin 


(Quitman,  Clarke  Bapt.  Center 
'  Jadcson,  Alta  Woods 

March  31  Forest,  Forest 

Philadelphia,  First  | 

Yazoo  City.  First . 


688  student  baptisms 


PRESCHDDL/CHILDREN’S  LEADERSHIP 

S!?Pir^?^^  EvejynVaughn&MignonneTadlock 

eorge  &  Patsy  WUson 
Storey  &  Shmley  Oglesby 


Cleveland,  First 


March  29  Ackerman,  Ackerman 


Evelyn  Vaughn  &  Mignonne  Tadloc 
Waudine  Storey  &  Shirley  Oglesby 
Evelyn  George*  Patsy  Wilson 


Greenville,  First 
Greenwood,  North 
Greenwood 


Cynthiu 

Clawson 


CHURCH  hURNITURE  &  STAINED  GLASS 


BJC  targets  tax 
credits 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  I 
Thursday,  March  U,  IttS  " 


Stripping 


Haatey  by  tax  credits  for  parents  irho  send 

WASHINGTON  (BP)— Statements  their  chik^n  to  non-public  elenteiv- 

opposiog  tuition  tax  credits  and  chal-  tary  and  secondary  schools.  Enact- 
****  Jurisdic-  ment  of  the  credits,  a  plan  pushed  by 
tiw  of  federal  cwts  were  adopted  at  the  Reagan  administration,  “would 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Baptist  Joint  alter  public  policy  in  order  to  favor  and 

uanmittee  on  Public  Affairs  March  aidprivateandparochialschools,”the 

statement  readd. 

The  tf-membw  group,  repre^ting  In  addition,  the  statement  declares 
eight  U.S.  Baptist  bodies  with  kpom-  tuition  tax  credits  violate  the  principle 
bined  membership  of  some  27  V  ^n,  of  clairch-state  reparation  by  channel- 
also  elected  new  officers,  includmg  a  ing  public  fun  fe  into  church-related 
Southern  Baptist,  R.  G.  Puckett,  as  schools,  creatu“divisiveness  among 
chairperson.  Puckett  is  editor  of  the  religious  groupg,”  and  inequitably  be- 
RiMieal  Recorder,  weekly  news  publi-  nefit  families  Ahat  least  need  help 
cation  of  the  B^tist  State  (Convention  while  penaliziit^  those  most  needing 
of  North  (Carolina.  assistance,  j' 

Updating  a  long  held  position,  the  For  the  first  Rime,  the  BJC  adopts  a 

BJC  restated  its  opposition  to  tuition  formal  statement  rf  opposition  to  ef- 

forts  in  (Congress  over  the  past  several 

Sunday  Sch(X)i  y**”  ^  ^  jurisdiction  of  fed- 

,  I  ^  .  eral  courts,  including  the  U.S.  Sup- 

to  hold  convention  reme  court,  in  cases  invdving  prayer 
'  in  public  schools.  Such  measures  often 

Six  sepairate  leaderdun  conferences  are  called  “court-stripping”  bills, 
will  be  offered  during  m  upcoming  The  statement  declares  the  nation’s 
Sunday  School  ReachlM/Teaching  founders  demonstrated  “profound 
Convention,  April  11-12  afFirstBaptist  wisdom  and  clear  foresight”  by  set- 

dairch,  Jackson.  ting  up  a  system  of  checks  and  ba- 

These  sessions  will  be  a  major  part  lances  among  the  three  branches  of 
of  the  convendoo  which  is  sponsored  the  federal  government,  by  guarantee- 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention  ing  certain  personal  ri^ts  in  the  (Con- 
Board’s  Sunday  Sch^  department,  stitution  and  by  providing  a  process 
’They  will  meet  Monday  and  ’Tuesday  for  amending  the  (Constitution. 
evenings  of  the  conventipn.!  ‘  (Court-stripping  bills,  first  proposed 

James  Frost,  Sunday  Scljpol  direc-  and  still  pushed  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms, 
tor  for  Florida  Baptists,  wjl  lead  the  R-N.C.,  amount  to  a  “new  attack”  on 
sessions  for  pastors/direetbirs  of  Sun-  the  nation’s  constitutional  founda- 
day  Schools.  Bemie  Spoongf*  Sunday  tions,  the  statement  says,  by  challeng- 
School  director  for  Texax^paptists,  ing  the  independence  of  the  federal 
will  lead  sessions  for  minishrs  oi  edu-  Judicial  system, 
catioo.  Larry  ShotweU,  advdt  sup^-  In  addition  to  Puckett,  a  fornfer 
visor  at  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  executive  director  of  Americans  Un- 
Board  in  Nashville,  will  leal  sessions  ited  for  Separation  of  Church  and; 
for  adult  teachers.  Myrte  Veach,  State,  three  other  BJC  members  were 
supervisor  in  the  youth  secMon  of  the  elect^  to  one-year  terms  <d  (rffice. 
BSSB,  will  lead  youth  teaches.  Elsie  AmericanBaptistrepresentativeWes- 
Rives,  supervisor  of  the  children’s  sec-  ley  Forsline,  pastor  ^  (Calvary  Baptist 
tion  at  the  BSSB,  wiU  teach  children’s  (Church,  Minneapolis,  was  named  first 
teachm.  And  Willa Ruth  Garlow,  cur-  vice  chairperson;  Violet  Ankrum,  a 
riculum  writer  from  Oklahoma,  will  lay  leader  in  the  Progressive  National 

Baptist  (Convention,  was  chosen  sec¬ 
ond  vice  chairperson,  and  Donald  E.. 
Anderson,  editor  of  The  Standard, 
monthly  publication  of  the  Baptist 
General  (Conference,  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary. 

In  other  actions,  the  BJC  instructed 
its  staff  to  begin  planning  for  special 
observances  in  1967  and  1991  of  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  adoption,  re¬ 
spectively,  of  the  (Constitution  and  Bill 
of  Rights  and  voted  to  become  a  spon¬ 
soring  organization  of  the  Baptist 


lladgeas  Waldrop 

Preschool- 
children’s 
seminars  set 


Saturday,  April  19—7  p.m 

UWv.  •f^tbeni 

BcMctt  AaSkMira 
TIckeU  are  It  aSvucc,  II  Seer 
SpaatareS  by  Real  Life 
Caacert  Miaiitiiei  Ml-MMIM 


The  1983  Preschool-Children’s 
Seminars  are  set  for  eight  Mississippi 
cities,  April  18-29. 

Featured  speaker  for  the  first  four 
seminars  will  be  Sybil  Waldrop, 
supervisor,  preschool  curriculum  sec¬ 
tion,  at  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Boai^  in  Nashville.  Featured  in  the 
last  four  sessions  will  be  Billy 
Hudgens,  preschool-children’s  work 
consultant  in  the  Sunday  School  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
(Convention  Board. 

Each  seminar  will  begin  at  4  p.m. 
and  conclude  at  9  p.m.,  including  a 
banquet.  Dates  and  sites  are  April  18  at 
Broadmoor  (Church,  Jackson;  April  19 
at  First  Church,  McComb;  April  21  at 
First  (Church,  (^veland;  April  22  at 
First  (Church,  Batesville. 

April  25  at  Harrisburg  Church, 
Tupelo;  April  26  at  First  Church, 
Starkville;  April  28  at  Main  Street 
Church,  Hattiesburg;  and  April  29  at 
First  Church,  Gulfport. 

Reservations  are  required  for  these 
seminars  and  cost  |S  per  person.  For 
reservations,  write  Billy  Hudgens, 
Sunday  School  department.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  39205. 

Conferences  for  preschool  workers 
include  Bible  story  time  at  church, 
games,  group  time,  extended  session, 
and  home  living  area.  (Children’s  conr 
fo'ences  will  be  children’s  Bible  study, 
children  and  conversion,  children  and 
crises,  Bible  learning  projects,  and 
conducting  large  groups.  For  both  age 
groups  sessions  will  be  on  music,  art, 
and  curriculum  development 


-tooDAseourpuM 

‘Tr’ttsJsxs'-SM’.s 

aHk FREE  kMMinM MM «ri 

A  A  Ef*  **R.  mm  •  0*^  teWiiii  M. 

ORDER  DIRECT  NOW  WE  SHIP  C  O  D 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pric«.  binding  ind  ityle  to  moot  ovory 
nmd.  Ouality  wofkm«n»hip  guarintood 
WrRo  lor  lllustrotad  prico  loldor. 
"Internationally  known  apacialtsts" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDINa  CO. 

■oi  S0ft.c  -  Oroonwood,  MIm.  SRRM 


Lraraywa  summer  program 
for  girls  announced 

The  Garaywa  Staff  Selection  (Com-  If  WMU  office  is  notified  14  days  or 

mittee  will  soon  be  screening  and  more  befwe  the  week  of  camp  the 

selecting  the  1983  summer  staff.  ’These  camper  is  registered  for  —  re* 

ypung  women  will  meet  together  the  funded 

week  prior  to  the  opening  of  camp  for  If  WMU  office  is  notified  13  days  to  8 

orientation  and  special  training.  days  before  the  i week  of  camp  th^ 

Churches  may  begin  mailing  their  camper  is  registered  for  —  840  re¬ 
registration  on  April  1.  The  total  funded 

camper  fee  of  $50  must  be  paid  to  the  If  WMU  office  is  notified  7  dkys  ot 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union  office  at  less  before  the  week  of  camp  the 

the  time  of  registration.  camper  is  registered  for  —  re- 

Because  the  total  $50  is  to  be  paid  at  funded 
one  time,  a  new  refund  policy  is  in  ef-  Refund  days  are  figured  from  the 
feet:  '  day  of  notification  in  the  state  WMU 

office.  In  cases  involving  family 
deaths,  camper  hospitalization,  or 
broken  bones,  refunds  will  be  worked 
out  on  an  individual  basis. 

^mmer  (Camp  Schedule: 

June  6-10— GA  (Camp 
June  13-17— GA  (Camp 
June  20-24— GA  Camp 
June  27-July  1— GA  (Camp 
July  4-8— GA  (Camp 
July  11-15-GA  Camp 
July  18-22— GA  Camp 
July  25-29— Acteens  Camp 
August  1-5— GA  Camp 
Summer  camp  information  and  re¬ 
gistration  forms  have  been  mailed  to 


High  court  action  ends 
FCG-Faith  Center  dispute 


Secretaries  to  meet 

Mississippi  Baptist  secretaries 
will  be  meeting  in  Jackson,  Apr. 
4-5  at  the  Baptist  Building.  This 
annual  meeting  will  inclu^  ses¬ 
sions  on  staff  relations,  records, 
filing,  letter  writing,  and  a  meet¬ 
ing  ^  the  Mississippi  BapAst  Sec¬ 
retaries’  Association.  For  details 
epAtact  Leon  E.gfery  i  l^W. 
VBrifyo.  MisSf.^MoPhWe.gM-d 
3800. 


!^gratulations  to 


State  Boulevard: 
Baptist  Church  - 

Meridian,  Miss.  -  ' 

William  F.  Evans,: 

Pastor 

on  selling  $260,000^^1' 
in  first'Hiortgage  bonds 

in  four  hours.  .  u 

For  additional  information;*- 
contact  , 

Nat  Bullock,  Consultant 
Security  Church  i; 

Finance,  Inc. 

Box  7176 

Jackson,  MS  39212  . '  T..' 
1-800-231-0373 


ENURE 

NEW 

TESTAMENT 

ONLY 


.  NAMATEO  ar  ALEXANOeN  SCOiMRY/ 

•  EACH  SET  CORIES  M  mHUTIfUL  PAOOED  YWVL  ALmjUl 

•  SATISFACTION  OUMANTmi 

tt  Hf»i  mi  t»  marl  yoar  aapaetaUcaB, 

tMWr  ratura  M  fan  raluad.  KING  JAMES  VERSION 


1  :  IZCMMtlaNbunolNawTbRtamenl 
r  ID  Caaaatta  Nbwn  ol  New  TeRlament  plut  F*ulm«  (  Proverbs 
I  38  CasMlte  Nbum  ol  OM  Testament 
I  '  48  Csintte  Nbum  ot  Emire  BMe 
(AS  lAxm  mtAad  ume  day  order  received) 

MEwnNi  Mxiwm  unwff 

P.O.  Box  28(M80 
OoHaa,  TX  7S228 


Toll  Free  800/527-1274 

In  Texas  8001442-1598 
VISA/M88t8rC«rd 


Intensive  care 


Dedicated  to  strengthening  families 


Medicare  Supplement 


Policy  Form  MC-78 
Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn't  pay 
Benefits  start  from  first  day  ( Optional )  —  Guaranteed  renewable 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  you  may  have 


Benefits  For: 

Hospital  entrance  fees  Blood  transfusions 

Doctors  fees  Ambulance 

Private  room  expense  Nursii^  Home 

Registered  nurse  Extended  stay 


For  full  informatfon  fOI  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOOATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  2157  703  Hi-Way  80  West 

aiatoD,  MS  39056 
(601)924-1119 


Name 


PEWS  FOR  SALE-leagth  18  ft 
to  28  ft:  wood  hmA  and  seat 
lay-in  revertlMe  cnshlons;  l^t 
•A  finish;  csntenpsmry  sMed 


Street 
City  _ 
Phone 


od(  finish;  csntenpsmry  8Mel 
pew  ends;  geo®  condlueni 
renisnsMy  priced. 
mnr  Avenne  Bytiit  Omreh, 
Vicksi^,  MS  (Ml)  838-2M8. 


I  udi'iAMilicti  h\  Old  StmiluTii  l.ilr  liHiKiiR  t-  i  n  MmUgiiouTV  .\Li 


Thursday,  March  24, 1S83 


Brewer’s  and  Disfillor’s  Sfranglohold 


prayer  phase  of  the  convention 


J4^to 

PW*  before  it  be^ 

Jl^tiathepr^yyop^atiopthathaa 
jSn  Si!!?  ^  Vhse-Prtaidait 

pJJj^^U^gnjJaator  of  Braathnoor 
ta  Shreveport.  La.  There  are 
S!»*y*Mtors  m  each  state;  and  Earl 

‘*?*^®*‘  Church, 

•lac^n,  has  been  selected  as  the 
®®®«bnator  for  Mississippi. 

There  will  be  structured  prayer 
^®®8bout  the  coaventkw;  but 
»UJ|van  is  aiggesting  that  a  great  deal 
01  enort  be  sprat  in  prayer  before  the 
^▼ration  b^ns.  He  wants  Southeni 
Baptists  to  be  praying  for  the  nre- 


will  be  praying  for  the  Pastors'  Con¬ 
ference  and  tl^  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  convendoo. 

. 

Others  on  Sullivan’s  prayer  list  in¬ 
clude  the  officials  who  will  be  looking 
after  the  technical  details  of  the 
gathering  as  well  as  the  ofTicers  of  the 
convendoo.  who  sdll  be  taking  care  of 
the  official  matters. 

Sullivan  is  su^esdog  that  we  pray 
for  the  convention  preacher,  for  the 
elecdoo  of  officras,  for  the  resolutions 
committee,  the  credendals  commit¬ 
tee,  the  committee  on  committees,  for 
all  of  the  special  committees,  and  for 
the  conunittee  on  boards. 

Other  items  of  prayer  are  the  busi¬ 
ness  sessions,  the  presratadon  of  the 
budget,  and  the  evangelists'  confer¬ 
ence.  Finally  there  is  an  appeal  for 
prayer  for  the  prayer  coordinators,  for 
aday  of  prayer,  fer  Christian  courtesy 
during  debates,  and  for  continued 


Colleges  Combat 

With  Little  Effect 


don  there  will  be  condnual  sessions  of  sion,  then  there  is  no  need  to  pray  at  all 
prayer  at  the  convendon  center  while  about  anything.  If,  however,  we  be- 
the  convendon  is  in  session,  and  other  lieve  in  the  effeedveness  of’  prayer, 
prayer  sessions  will  be  under  way  at  then  we  will  be  hOTribly  negligent  if  we 
the  headquarters  hotel— the  William  do  not  make  the  Southern  BapdstCon- 
Penn.  vendon  a  matter  of  intense  prayer .  Not 

Mississippi’s  prayer  assignments  be  negligent,  we  would 

will  be  at  the  hotel.  They  are  from  8  „  ."r  , .  . 

p.m.  to  9  p.m.  on  June  14  and  from' 7  We  shouldn  t  be  sui^ised,  but  we 

a.m.  to  8  a.m.  on  June  16.  ’*'bat  will  be  the  cir¬ 

cumstances  at  the  convention  in 
It  is  possible  that  there  is  no  more  Pittsburgh  if  we  will  adhere  to  the 
important  meeting  held  at  any  drae  prayer  suggesUons  outlined  and  do  it 
than  the  Southern  Baptist  Convendon.  with  fervency  and  effectiveness. 

It  is  the  focal  point  of  all  of  our  mjs-  We  all  will  come  home  wi  th  a  song  in 
sions  efforts,  and  missions  is  tjie  our  hearts  and  with  missions  on  our 
reason  for  having  a  convendon.  It!  is  minds. 

the  Great  Commission  in  action.  A  day  of  prayer  fw  the  Southern 
Surely  the  importance  of  such  a  Baptist  Convendon  suggested  for  Mis- 
gathering  cannot  be  over  emphasizoid  sissippi  Bapdst  churches  is  May  29. 


_  -  ■— «  as  mtny 

sSSrssJSs; 

sSssKsa; 

SI£»u»' 

MkA  drtiik.  t*  w®** 


MADD  movie  timing  was  good 


It  ms  app^nate  timing  for  a  na-  turewillhayeonlyitselftoblame.  If  it  tion  means  nothing  unless  there  iis  age  of  21  in  all  states,  to  develop 

doM  tel^ision  network  to  run  a  two-  dies,  the  Lei^ature  wUi  have  to  face  power  to  enforce  the  law  and  make  it  “model”  drunk  driving  legisladon,  to 

hour  movie  recrady  based  on  the  true  the  fact  that  anyone  who  is  killed  as  the 
story  of  the  beginning  of  MADD —  result  of  a  driver  being  drunk  will,  at 
lathers  Against  Drunk  Drivers,  leakt  to  some  degree,  be  the  result  of 
Those  who  watched  the  movie  re-  leglsladve  inacdon 

Pair  Haka  Palif  in  Mav  aI  iMt  PbSv  driVW  Oil  Msy  3*  IffO,  8t  13  yOtfS  of 
propr«^b^«.ae«U,.ll*.lheM£ 

laws  in  our  state.  Also  during  that  “1  stop,  an^oiu  days  lato  the  thivet 
~une  week  the  Ugisiat*.  of  Ohio  JS 

staled  “eJlStS^nii  dS^ 

ii«  the  sdffest  drunk  driving  laws  be-  T 

1  j  a  *«w»  uc-  bargain,  and  the  fliarge  was  reduced 

^*i"‘«...P-hle,s«ei. 

Lightner. 

At  this  writing  the  Mississippi  effort  ^  spite  of  sue  Tondidons,  he  was 
at  putdng  teeth  into  a  drunk  driving  a^Jowed  to  plea  1  gain  once  again  in 
lawisbeingdebated.BoththeHouseof  thec^of thed^ofCariU^tner, 

Representadves  and  the  Senate  have  *,1*^  "*  never  \aht  to  prison.  The 
pasted  drunk  driving  laws,  but  they  charge  was  redugj^  to  vehicular  man- 
are  different  Actually,  the  Senate  bill  slaughter,  and  on  Nov.  25, 1960,  he  was 
is  an  amended  version  of  the  House  to  two  years  in  prison.  In- 

bill.  But  because  the  two  are  different  stead  of  going  tqiprison,  however,  he 
^  the  House  will  not  acc^t  the  Se-  wratfirst  toa  wortcampandthentoa 

nate’s  amendment,  the  bill  has  to  go  ^  S 

through  a  conference  session.  It  could  7, 19614  and  eligible  to  have 
die  there.  April  1  is  the  deadline  for  the  iusdriv^’s  Uce^reihstated.  Asa 
hill  to  be  passed  in  both  bouses,  or  it  ^tof  his  frst  three  arrrats  for  dnink 
Mgg  dnv^  he  bad  spent  48  hours  in  }ail. 

TheBapthtRecbJdhastriedfOkeep  Ll^tner 

this  issue  before  Its  readers  all  along,  he  bad  been  arrested  again  ra  a  drunk 
We  hope  this  effort  has  resultedin  ‘‘^^ing,  tot-^-^  charge  a^  was 
readers  beingin  touch  with  their  legis-  outonbail  withalegal  driver  slicense. 
lators.  The  bdl  has  been  in  the  hands  (rf  This  is  an  instance  that  took  place  in 


I  “model”  drunk  driving  legisladon,  to  ten  I  I  I  •  I 

meaningful.  Regardless  of  the  blood  develop  and  distribute  to  all  chapters  a  llSGSS  Uliy  TtlG  Cl  SCLTKlWlCh 
alcohol  content  law,  people  will  be  model  victim  assistance  program,  to  J 

driving  drunk  if  they  can  get  away  establish  chapters  in  all  states  and  IsomeUmes  read  Eutychus  in  Chris-  You’re  too  pooped  out  You  don’t  have 

with  it  And  when  they  are  drunk  th«y  conduct  three  regional  workshops,  to  tianity  Today.  Like  him,  I’d  like  to  time  to  minister  to  someone  else, 

are  going  to  hit  others.  develop  and  distribute  educational  claim  that  I’m  “burned  out,”  but  it  You’ve  plenty  to  do  for  your^f.”  But 

And  kill  them  material,  to  produce  a  60-minute  might  be  nearer,  the  truth  to  say  thht  theniremember  Jesus’ words:  “If  ye 

That  is  premeditated  murder,  for  I’m  “Pooped  ou(.”  continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my 

the  drinker  does  not  have  to  drink,  and  television,  and  to  For  sure,  “life  is  so  full  of  a  number  disciples  indera”  and  “By  this  shall  aU 

he  is  fully  aware  of  the  possible’con-  ®  20-minute  documentary  of  things  that  we  should  all  be  as  happy  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples.  If 

sequences  if  he  does.  drank  driving  to  be  used  by  as  kings”  There’s  so  much  in  the  ye  have  love  one  to  another.” 

_  ■  .  kAAnn  w  A  chapters  in  school  and  assembly  jwe-  world  to  see  and  do  and  hear  and  taste  This  morning  I  said,  “Lord,  send 

l^reu  at  IrastomM^D  chapter  sentations.  and  touch  and  smell  that  I  just  go  someone  my  way  that  I  can  help  today, 

in  Mississippi.  It  IS  inPopl^il^^  Thebill,by  the  way,  which  was  pas-  haywire— I  want  to  experience  them  and  then  help  me  to  recognize  that  per- 

all.  Common  sense  says  there  has  to  be  son.  At  noon  1  was  eating  my  ham- 
a  stopping  point-^but  then  I  don’t  burger  at  McDonald’s  downtown  when 
claim  to  have  much  common  sense.  a  man,  with  one  arm,  made  the  round 
In  January  I  made  these  resolu-  (rf  the  tables,  begging,  “Please  buy  me 
tions;  “I  will  write  the  book  this  year  a  sandwich.  I’m  so  hungry.”  Ottiers 
that  I  have  already  outlined  in  ipy  sneered  at  him  and  shook  their  beads, 
head.  I  will  ride  my  new  bicycle  t|wo  I  thought,  “He’s  probably  a  wino.” 


wtoe  teenagers  have  been  killed  apd  sed  in  the  House  and  amended  by  the 
injured  by  drinking  drivers.  Read^ s  Senate  was  submitted  by  Dennis  Dol- 
may  remember  reading  material  on  lar,  a  Baptist.  There  are  many  respon- 
this  In  the  issue  of  Feb.  TA  and  a  letter  sible  members  <rf  the  Legislature  try- 
from  the  vice-president  in  the  issue  of  ing  to  get  things  done.  They  need  our 
March  3.  The  vice-president  of  the  help  and  that  of  their  colleagues.  At 
Poplarville  chapter  is  Mrs.  Ann 
Stringer,  Pearl  River  County  MADD 
chapter,  IM  West  Oak,  Poplarville, 

Miss.  39470. 

The  folks  in  Poplarville  will  help 
anyone  who  wants  to  start  a  new  chiip- 
teri  The  national  headquarters  is 
MADD,  5350  Primrose,  Suite  146,  Flair 
Oaks,  Calif.  95628. 

We  hope  the  Legislature  will  adofit  a 
tough  drink  driving  bill.  If  they  don’t,  it 

is  time  for  Mississippians  to  get  Fred  Banks,  who  cosponsored  the  bill 
MADD.  If  they  do,  this  organization  •  ■  -  - 
will  serve  in  hel{Mng  keep  the  spotlight  tist 
of  public  opinion  on  the  trajedy^of 
drunk  drivm, 

MADD’s  goals  are  to  reduce  fhb 
number  of  deaths  and  injuries  caused 
by  drunk  drivers  through  education, 
community  awareness,  advocacy,  khd 
research  and  to  provide  emotional 
support  and  services  to  victims'  of 
drank  drivers. 

The  1963  objectives  are  to  promote 
the  establishment  of  a  legal  drinking  Horace  Buckley. 


last  report  the  House,  though  not  ac¬ 
cepting  the  Senate  amendment  au¬ 
tomatically,  had  voted  to  confer  on  the  cook.”  Then  pronto,  I  began  adding 
matter  and  had  appointed  a  confer-  furiously  to  my  “things  to  do”  sp  I 
ence  committee,  l^e  Senate  thus  far  could  avoid  keeping  the  resolutions, 
has  not  appointed  a  conference  com-  I  decided  I’d  batter  finish  writing 
mittee.  There  must  be  a  conference  that  state  missions  program  for  WMU. 
report  filed  by  March  28,  and  April  1  is  I  found  a  Spanish  class  listed  in  MCs 
the  deadline  for  adoption.  PACE  bulletin  and  enrolled  fw  the 

The  House  conference  committee  five-Monday-nights  adventure,  know- 
^mlwrs  are  John  Hampton  Stennis;  ing  full  well  that  I’m  more  pooped  put 

on  Monday  nights  than  any  other  tiine. 
wi  th  Dollar ;  and  Jerry  Horton,  a  Bap-  ( Jean  Glaze  spoke  Spanish  25  years  in' 

Argentina  and  she’s  a  great  teacher. 
In  the  same  vein,  another  bill  that  is  but  those  Mraday  nights  keep  com^g 


Spring  fever  hit  me  and  I  hired  a 
man  to  landscape  my  back  yard .  Oq  St. 
Patrick’s  Day,  I  went  to  Gulfport  to 
interview  a  psychologist;  I  wore 
Smith,  Bill  Alexander,  and  Con  greqn,  butlwasdepress^athaviiigto 
Maloney.  In  the  House  they  are  Stone  miss  Bernard’s  “Happy  Birthday” 
Barefield,  Betty  Jane  Long,  and  party  at  the  Mississipin  Baptist  Mpdi- 
"  *  cal  Center. 

I’ll  tell  anyone  who’ll  listen  about 
Mississippi’s  partnership  with  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata  and  about  my  visijt  to 
Argentina;  my  Sunday  School  class 
has  promised  to  listen  at  next  class 
meeting.  Naturally  I  couldn’t  miss  the 
WMU  convention. 

I’ve  enrolled  in  a  MasterLife  class 
Thursday  mornings  in  the  Baptist 
Building,  taught  by  Tom  Hudson,  Dak 
Forest  pastor  I  dra’t  begrudge  a  mi¬ 
nute  of  this!  It’s  the  best  thing  that’s 
happened  to  me  in  a  long  time. 
Often— too  ofteh— Satan  says,  “You 
can’t  memorize  all  that  scriptiire. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

How  the  pastor  can  strengthen  families 


that  some  chorcbes  will  change  this  Tlie  pastor  can  lead  the  church  to  wardship  Department  A  significant 
observance  tooither  May  15  or  April  24  consider  adopting  the  Deacon  Family  number  of  pastors  are  arranging  for  a 
and  thus  have  a  three  Sunday  em-  Ministry  Plan  and  equip  the  deacons  to  church  Christian  Family  Money  Man- 
phasis  on  the  family.  The  pastor  may  be  minsters  to  church  families  rather  agement  Seminar.  The  Stewardship 
write  for  suggestions  from  Mose  than  merely  church  managers.  Leon  Etopartment  can  help  with  this.  In 
DangeiTield  cf  the  Church  Training  Emery,  Church  Administration-  most  communities  in  the  state,  there 
Department.  PastorsJ  Ministries  department  offers  are  competent  Christian  people  who 

My  current  assignment  mth  the 
Mis^ippi  Baptist  Conventioh  Board 
is  to  help  get  an  associational  Family 
Life  Coordinator  for  each  association 
and  to  help  train  Church  Family  Life 
Committees.  This  is  a  new  concept 
being  promoted  by  Southern  Biqitists 
to  get  a  better  handle  on  Family  Life 
emphases,  program,  and  minstry 
through  the  churches.  All  Mississippi 
Baptist  associations  are  cooperating 
in  this  and  the  network  of  contact 
people  is  in  place.  Pastors  may  secure 
a  lira  copy  ^  the  Church  Fai^y  Life 
Craimittee  booklet  by  writing  me,  P. 

0.  Box  5M,  Jackson  39206. 

Single  Adult  Sunday  is  designated 
for  the  second  Sunday  in  September. 

Dr.  Paul  Jones,  Christian  Action,  will 
make  suggestions  for  planning  w^  in 
advance  of  the  date. 


By  J.  dark  Hensley 
~  1962-83  has  been  designed  ais  the 
year  of  the  family.  Christian  Home 
Week  has  been  designated  for  May  1-8. 
The  Strengthening  Family  plan  book 
that  all  pAtors  received  carries  de¬ 
tailed  suggestions  for  this  week,  ‘“rhe 
Family  opening  tiie  Word  together”  is 
the  theme.  May  1  is  designated  as  the 
Family  in  Bible  Study  Day.  May  8  is 
commitment  Sunday  for  Family  Wra- 
s^  and  Bible  Study.  The  pastor  may 
order  the  ti-act,  “Twelve  St^  to  Fam¬ 
ily  Worship  and  BibleStudy,”  from  the 
Family  Ministry  Department,  127 
Ninth  Ave.  N.,  Nashvillq,  Tenn.,  37234. 
They  are  free  in  any  quantity 
needed— one  per  family. 

The  Strengthening  Family  plan  book 
for  834)4  will  again  be  an  insert  in  the 
Baptist  Program.  The  pastor’s  mail- 


free  help. 

All  the  above  may  be  done  in  any 
church  by  any  pastor  without  any 
extra  meetings,  any  extra  expense  or 
any  ouUide  speakers.  The  only  C(^t  is 
study,  planning,  prayer,  and  energy. 

Pastors  are  called  upon  frequently  Oneness  is  the  1984  theme,  and  Dr. 
for  crisis  intervention  and  most  minis-  Jones  is  arrai^ing  for  both  a  spring  (Continued  from  page  1)  '  servative  viewpoint  in  the  state  Bap- 

ters,  being  human,  need  help  them-  and  fall  Marriage  Enrichment  work-  Church  of  Morganton,  N,  C.,  whooffi-  tist  newspapers, 
selves  at  one  time  or  another.  The  shop  in  addition  to  a  strong  emphasis  cially  requested  the  “executive'  ses-  Stanley  told  Baptist  Press  the  deci- 

Church  Minister  Relations  depart-  in  the  Gulfshore  Family  Week  prog-  sion”  for  the  committee.  sion  to  go  into  executive  session  was 

ment  will  make  a  confidential  recom-  ram.  Some  associations  will  also  have  Tenery,  who  also  is  a  trustee  cf  the  “100  percent . . .  unanimous.” 
mendation  for  competent  counselors  workshops  in  Marriage  Enrichment  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  said  his  Following  the  session,  Stanley  also 

in  your  area  when  such  help  is  needed  during  1964.  Pastors  and  staff  mem-  request  was  based  partly  on  the  need  said  the  “vast  majority”  of  persons 

or  one  needs  to  refer  a  church  family  bers  will  have  opportunities  for  such  for  confidentiality  because  of  thd  dis-  eligible  for  reappointment  to  second 

member.  leadership  training  while  other  cussion  of  “personnel  matters,’!  but  terms  were  reappointed.  Hie  “bump- 

One  currrat  problem  that  is  on  the  couples  will  participate  in  making  also  because  of  biased  news  reporting,  ing”  of  persons  who  were  digible  for 

increase  in  families  is  family  money  their  good  marriages  better.  Tenery  publishes  a  4,0(X)-circulBtion  second  terms  was  the  cause  of  a  floor 

management.  Christian  Family  Clark  Hensley  is  the  retired  execu-  newspaper.  Baptist  United  News,  fight  at  the  1961  annual  meeting  in  Los 
Money  Management  brochures  may  tive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  which  he  says  was  started  because  he  Angeles, 
be  secured  from  John  Alexander,  Ste-  Christian  Action  Commission.  felt  Baptists  were  not  getting  the  con-  (Martin  is  BP  news  editor.) 


Committee  on  Boards 
to  report  before  SBC 


out  carries  other  suggestions  about 
family  life  observance  from  time  to 
time,  coining  from  the  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  Commission. 


Senior  Adult  Day  is  on  the  denomi¬ 
national  calendar  for  May  l.Itis  hoped 


Respo’iB^  from  Sydnor^ 

Eklitor; 

’This  tAtfcr  is  in  response  to  a  Baptist 
Press  alary  appearing  in  the  February 
17, 1963edition  (/the  MvylMd  Baptist 
(and  o0ier  SBC  state  papers)  concern¬ 
ing  mf  support  for  Israel. 

Let  me  point  out  a  few  things.  First,  I 
did  nof  present  a  “plaque  engraved 
with  the  resolution’s  wording  to  the  Is¬ 
raeli  consul-general.”  I  only  gave  him 
a  copy  of  t^  resolution  supporting  the 
State  of  Israel  that  was  introduce  in 
New  Orleans.  I  further  staled  that 
Southerh  Baptists;  for  the  most  part, 
are  "praying  for  the  peace  of 
Jerusalem  freipientiy.” 

Second,  I  did  not  “strongly  imply” 
that  I  was  giving  the  consult-general  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  on  behalf  of  14 
million  Southern  Baptist  I  made  it 
very  clear  that  I  was  speaking  for  my- 


sengers  to  the  Pittsburgh  convention  have  experienced  quite  a  chafing  Annivn^rv  in  New  Orieam 
to  approve  the  resolution  this  time.”  I  neighborhood  in  recent  years,  thus  we  ' 

said  I  would  introduce  this  same  resol-  have  many  former  members  thaf  have  Editor: 

ution  and  let  the  convention  messen-  moved  away.  We  were  wondering  if  The  Sellers  Baptist  Home  and  Adop- 
gers  vote  their  consciouses.  Mesken-  your  paper  might  be  able  to  helpi  us  in  tion  Agency  is  50  years  old  this  year, 
gers  to  the  convention  don’t  need  to  be  our  endeavor  to  locate  them  by  run-  The  work  was  begun  in  1933  in  New 
pushed  to  do  anything  that  is  right.  I  ning  a  small  item  in  your  paper  urging  Orleans  and  continues  in  New  Orleans 
believe  that  this  resolution  is  right  and  any  former  members  of  Lake  Shore  to  today  as  a  strong  ministry  of  the  Home 
will  be  approved.  contact  us.  Mission  Board. 

Norris  W.  Sydnor,  Jr.,  pastor  ’The  date  of  our  Anniversary  Cel^  In  these  50  years,  more  than  3,300 

Riverside  Baptist  Church  ration  has  been  set  for  Saturday,  Nov.  maternity  clients  have  come  to  us 

Oxon  Hill,  Md.  20744  26, 1963.  Anyone  interested  in  further  from  across  the  United  States  and 

Chicago  church  anniversary  information  may  contact  me  at  the  fol-  foreign  countries.  In  addition,  more 
^  ^  lowing  address ;  than  2,200  children  have  been  placed 

Editor;  4151 N.  Paulina  for  adoptiem. 

Our  church.  Lake  Shore  Baptist  Chicago,  Illipois  60613  We  want  to  take  this  ocxaskm  of  our 

Clhurch,  is  currently  making  plans  for  312-871-1773  50th  anniversary  to  express  our 

our  30th  Anniversary  as  a  constituted  We  wish  to  thank  you  in  advance  for  gratitude  to  Southern  Baptists  for 

church:  and  we  are  trying  to  contact  any  help  you  may  be  able  to  render  in  their  continued  interest  and  support  of 

as  many  former  members  as  possible  this  regard.  our  work  through  the  years.  Thank  you 

for  this  celebration.  We  are  an  inner  Benny  Topping,  Pastpr  Southern  Baptists, 

city  Southern  Baptist  Church  in  the  Lake  Shore  Baptist  Church  Srilers  Baptist  Home 

city  of  Chicago,  laboring  in  love  for  our  4100  North  Greenview  Ave.  and  Adoption  (Center 

Savior  and  attempting  to  spread  the  Chicago,  III.  60613  2010  Peniston  St. 

Gospel  of  Christ  to  a  needy  city.  We  '  New  Orleans,  La.  70115' 


self.  The  resolution  in  support  of  Israd 


Baptists  in  Jamaica 
celebrate  200  years 


nunday,  March  24,  INS 
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Leaders  focus  on 
internationals 


SEATTLE  (BP)— More  than  200 
language  nnissions  leaders  focused  on 
the  implications  of  America’s  increas¬ 
ing  internationalism  at  the  26th  annual 
language  missions  leadership  confer¬ 
ence  in  Seattle. 

For  the  first  time,  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Home  Mission  Board-sponsor^ 
meeting  included  participants  from 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  in  acknqw- 
ledgemoit  of  Southern  Baptists’  n^ 
for  a  global  perspective  of  missions, 
explained  Oscar  Romo,  HMB  lan¬ 
guage  missions  director. 

Romo  also  ann^nced  the  formation 
of  the  Languagd  Materials  Consor¬ 
tium,  a  joint  vennire  of  the  HMB,  Sun¬ 
day  School  Bo^,  Woman’s  Missio¬ 
nary  Union,  and  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission.  Consortium  members  will 
work  together  and  seek  to  enlistother 
SBC  agencies  and  state  conventions  in 
finding  ways  to  provide  language 
materials  for  SBC  ethnic  churches, 
R(»no  said. 


The  adult  choir  and  Lighthouse 
Players  of  Morrison  Heights  Baptist 
Church,  Clinton  will  present  David 
Danner’s  “Joy  Comes  In  ’The  Mean¬ 
ing’’  on  Sun.  and  Mon.,  March  27  grid 
28,  at  7  p.m.  The  program  will  be  stn^f 
from  menxM7  and  the  choir  will  be 
fully  costumed.  There  will  be  specif' 
lighting  and  a  complete  set  depKtlifg 
tlw  events  that  led  up  to  the  crucifix^ 
ion.  Kamit  McGregor  is  pastor  and 
Bill  Barnes  is  minister  of  music,  x;:. 


The  Church  Choir  of  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Cental  Springs  will  present 
“Joy  Ctmtes  m  the  Morning”  by  David 
Danner  on  Sat. ,  April  2,  and  Sun. ,  April 
3.  Both  musical-drama  presentations- 
will  begin  at  7  p.m.  and  will  be  under 
direction  of  James  Beasley,  minister 
of  music.  Joel  Haire  is  pastor. 


ACTEENS  and  GAs  of  Oakland  Baptist  Church  wore  honored  in  a  recognition 
service  on  the  theme,  "Take  My  Moments  and  My  Days."  GAs  are  front  row,  left  to 
right;  Michelle  Caulder,  Christy  Haynes,  Amie  Donaidson,  and  Jennifer  Campbell. 
Acteens  are  back  row,  I  to  r:  Wanda  Clolinger,  Jim  me  Lynn  Bums,  Dana  Cook,  Angela 
Eubank,  Laura  Names,  and  not  pictured:  Stacy  Van  Canneytt.  GA  leader  is  Fae  Ross; 
Acteens  leaders  are  Mahaley  Hamas  and  Annette  Ford.  Buford  C.  Sellers  is  the 
pastor. 


John  Sherman,  chairman  of 
deacons,  reports  from  Woolmarket 
Baptist  Church  in  Harrison  County  : 
“(Xu-  churdt  has  come  alive  under  the 
leadership  of  Donnie  Guy,  our  new 
pastor.  In  five  weeks  we  have  seen  true 
revival  break  out  among  our  people. 
Attendance  has  gone  up  from  an  aver¬ 
age  of  165  to  over  200  in  Sunday  School 
and  frwn  an  average  of  50  in  Church 
Training  to  105.  In  the  midst  of  this 
awakening,  we  have  had  49  additions 
to  our  church  in  just  five  weeks— 27  by 
letter  and  22  professions  of  faith.  We 
are  praising  God  for  what  is  taking 
place.” 


Unity  of  Spirit 


Layman  wills 
estate  to  HMB 


THE  ACTEENS  OF  BAY  VISTA  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BILOXI,  held  a  recognition 
service,  “His  Way,  Mine,”  recently,  Acteens  recognized  were,  leftto  right,  April  Auer, 
Mr%  Mary  Kiser  (leader),  Lisa  Miller,  Charlotte  Wise,  Carla  Higgins,  and  Shelly  Mason. 
A  reception  was  given  for  the  Acteens  by  the  WMU.  Clyde  Little  is  pastor. 


ATLANTA  (BP)-A  Memphis 
businessman  who  served  as  a  lay  nris^ 
sibns.  volunteer  befwe  his  death  be^ 
queathed  a  $317,393  estate  to  the  Home 
Mission  Bow’d  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

C.  Ray  Couch,  who  died  Sept.  9, 1980, 
donated  the  funds  to  assist  young, 
struggling  churches  and  missions  in 
newef  areas  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  HMB  vice  president  of 
administration  Bob  Banks  said.  Be¬ 
fore  his  death,  COuch  was  a  voluntew 
construction  consultant  fw  Michigan 
churches  and  had  helped  start  severM 
churches  in  Memphis. 

The  gift  was  accepted  by  the  HMB 
executive  committee  at  its  Febmai^ 
meeting. 

The  conunittee  also  elected  Richl^ 
H.  Harris  as  director  of  the  mifgs 
evangelism  department,  succeeding 
Bobby  Sunderland  who  became  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  direct  evangelism  division 
Jan.  1. 

Harris,  who  had  been  as  actin^-A- 
rector  since  Sunderland’s  promotion, 
came  to  the  HMB  as  associate  director 
of  mass  evangelism  in  June  1981.  He"ts 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  a  graduate 
Cumberland  College  and  Eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  University  and  earned  master  of 
divinity  and  doctor  of  ministries  de¬ 
grees  from  Southwestern  Swninary.' 

The  executive  committee  aj^roved 
49  persons  for  assignments  in  18  states 
and  Puerto  Rico,  including  seven  mis¬ 
sionaries,  12  missionary  associates 
and  30  persons  who  will  receive  pas¬ 
toral  aid.  The  appointees  included 
David  and  Barbara  Wigger  of  Lib^y, 
Mo.,  who  will  move  to  Iowa,  wher^^ 
will  serve  as  director  of  associatiOridl 
CENTER  GROVE  WMU  (Oktibbeha)  recently  gave  a  new  communion  table  to  missions  in  rural-urban  missions.  He 
Mount  Zion  Indian  Baptist  Church,  in  New  Choctaw  Association,  near  Carthage.  The  is  a  graduate  of  Southwestern  SeiiYi- 
tablewasmadebyRonnieMcMinn,  a  member  of  Center  Grove  Baptist  Church.  With  nary,  William  Jewell  College  and 
those  who  delivered  the  table  to  the  new  church  building  are  Mrs.  Clay  Gibson  and  Hannibal-LaGrange  (College.  She  is  ja 
Clay  Gibson,  interim  pastor  and  wife  at  Mount  Zion.  From  Center  Grove  are  Ronpie  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  (ktllege  }n 
Lewis,  Jane  Lewis,  Jo  Parish,  Betty  Yeatm,an.  Ruth  Fulgham,  Katie  Lou  Johnson,  Mississippi  and  Southwestern  Sefni- 
BobbyParish.CenterGrovepastor;  Ronnie  McMinn,  and  Shelia  Johnson.  Churclies  liary.  Recently,  he  was  a  teacher  }n 
from  Oktibbeha  Baptist  Association  helped  to  construct  the  Mount  Zion  building  as  a  Jakarta,  Indonesia  and  she  a  miSB|o- 
volunteer  mission  project  in  1962.  (Clay  Gibson  ispastorofChoctawCentralchuroh.)  nary  in  the  same  area.  ~ 


Evangelists  elect  officers 

Theee  are  the  1 983  officers  of  the  Mississippi  siaptist  Evangeiists'  Fellowship.  From 
left  are  Donald  Bozeman,  pastor  of  Southside  Church,  Jackson,  pastor-advisor;  S.  A. 
"Sonny"  Adkins  of  New  Hebron,  secretary-treasurer;  Gary  M.  Bowlin  of  Brandon, 
vice  president;  and  Mrs.  Mywia  Loy  Hedgepeth  of  Jackson,  president. 


Evangelist  Pam  Housiiig  pFoblems  arfse 

Bell  has  relocated  O  X 

S »»  for  SBC  in  Pittsburgh 

La.  She  can  be  con- 

t^ted  at  First  Bap-  (Continued  from  page  1) 

tist  Church  in  Fer-  any  place.  One  property  turned  into  a 
riday,  or  her  home,  retirement  home,  another  was  tom 
danTL>a4Urd‘fileftfaf<i>ankniptcyaod 
closed.  We  have  had  those  prdblems 
and  have  tried  to  regroup.” 

Tlien  another  factor  intruded:  the 
U.S.  Open  golf  tournament  at  Oak- 
mont  (Country  (Hub. 

■Hie  U.S.  O^n  intensified  the  crunch 
for  rooms.  Hedquist  said  four  hotels 
notified  the  housing  bureau  they  would 
not  honor  the  commitments.  “At  the 
first  of  the  year,  two  already  assigned 
hotels— Viking  Motor  Hotel,  50  rooms, 
and  Ramada  Inn  North,  SO  rooms— 
said  they  would  not  honor  the  reserva¬ 
tions. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks,  two  more 
hotels— Holiday  Inn  Parkway  and 
Holiday  Inn  Monroeville— have  made 
adjustments.  Holiday  Inn  Parkway 
cancelled  the  reservations,  while 
Holiday  Inn  Monroeville  reassigned 
their  75  rooms  to  another  hotel  “40 
miles  out  of  town.” 

According  to  housing  bureau 
sources,  the  Parkway  hotel  gave  100 
rooms  to  an  ABC  Sports  television 
crew. 

A  few  additional  rooms  have  been 
“picked  up”  at  other  hotels  in  the 
Pittsburgh  area,  Hedquist  said,  mak¬ 
ing  about  5,100  hotel  rooms  available. 

“We  anticipate  we  will  have  requests 
for  some  5,500,  so  we  will  be  about  400 
short.”  he  added. 


IMMANUEL  CHURCH,  MAGNOLIA,  on  Feb.  27  burned  a  note  signifying  that  the 
church’s  new  kitchen  annex  is  free  of  debt.  The  deacons  and  the  pastor,  Davis 
Berryhill,  burned  the  note,  at  the  close  of  the  morning  service.  Afterward,  the  congre¬ 
gation  ate  lunch  in  the  church  dining  room.  The  meal  was  served  by  the  chutch 
hostess,  Barbara  Sinclair,  and  the  other  women  of  the  church.  A  birthday  cake  was 
presented  to  Berryhill,  pastor  at  Immanuel  since  1966.  Over  60  were  in  attendancelfor 
the  event.  Francis  Gehring  has  been  the  assistant  pastor  since  1952.  Susan Gerrj^ill 
is  the  organist.  , .  ,4  i  . 


b/iViiiiO  i3iij 


WEST  HEIGHTS  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
Pontotoc,  recently  licepsed  Haskell  Gil¬ 
lespie  to  the  ministry  of  preaching  sing¬ 
ing.  Gillespie  has  served  as  a  deacon  and 
Sunday  School  teacher.  Recently  he  was 
called  as  interim  pastor  of  Lee  Memorial 
Baptist  Church,  Pontotoc  county.  Ho  is 
the  13th  person  from  West  Heights  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  called  into  the  ministry  in  the 
last  2%  years.  Jack  Gregory  is  pastor. 


CUldren  are  about  the  only  thing  in  a 
modem  home  that  have  to  be  washed 
by  hand. 

Camp  Creek  will 
host  Fredericks 


Edward  Collins,  pastor  of  New 
Bethel  Baptist  CSiurch,  Clarke  County, 
was  ordained  on  Sunday,  March  20,  at 
2  p.m.  at  New  Bethel. 


Wayne  and  Florence  Frederick,  who 
have  served  in  Guadeloupe,  French 
West  Indies,  since  1970,  will  return  to 
Mississippi  for  a  furlough  Aug.  18. 
They  will  be  hosted  by  the  Camp  Greek 
Baptist  Church  of  Lee  County,  north  of 
Tupelo,  where  he  was  fermer  pastor. 

Roderick  is  president  of  the  French 
West  Indies  Baptist  Mission,  pastor  of 
the  Pointe-a-Pitre  Baptist  Church,  and 
literature  coordinator  for  the  Mission. 
He  has  spent  much  time  this  term  with 
various  building  projects  using  lay 
volunteers. 

’The  Fredericks  will  be  available  for 
mission  conferences  and  revivals. 
They  may  be  currently  contacted  at 
201  Lotissement  Pointe  d’Or,  Abymes, 
Guadeloupe,  FWI.  Their  telephone 
number  is  011-596-20-50-17. 

Mrs.  Frederick,  the  former  Flor¬ 
ence  Blush  of  Edwards,  has  served  as 
mission  secretary  and  directs  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Women  for  Guadeloupe.  She  also 
teaches  piano  to  nationals.  The  FYe- 
Madden  Baptist  Church,  Madden:  derides  have  four  daughters, 
youth  revival;  Apr.  1,  2,  3;  Mike 
Myers,  student  at  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  preaching 
(His  hometown  is  KosciuAo  and  he  is 
the  grandson  of  Robert  Myers,  deacon 
at  Madden  Church);  “Vision,”  multi¬ 
talent  group  of  students  from  South¬ 
western  Sminary,  in  charge  d  the 
music;  Fri.  at  7.  p.m.  at  the  church; 

Sat.  on  the  perking  lot  of  the  Madden 
ShopiiMng  Cmter,  beginning  at  6  p.m. 
with  a  cldcfcen  fry;  Sunday  at  11  a.  m. 

(no  Sun.  night  service);  Roy  L. 

McKay,  pastor. 


Three  join  ‘ 
work”  team 

Three  “retired”  men  are  working 
part-time  with  the  Cooperative  Mis¬ 
sions  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
(^invention  Board,  as  regional  new 
work  specialists. 

The  north  Mississippi  new  work 
specialist  is  Alton  Yarbrough.  He  re¬ 
cently  retired  as  nninister  of  education 
at  First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada,  and 
lives  at  749  Choctaw,  Grenada,  Miss. 
38901  (phone  226-7126). 

For  central  Mississippi,  the  new 
work  specialist  is  CHarence  Cutrell, 
who  before  retirement  was  a  consul¬ 
tant  with  the  state  Stewardship  de¬ 
partment.  He  lives  at  422  Lynnwood 
Lane,  Jackson,  39206,  (phone  362- 
5788). 

South  Mississippi’s  specialist  is 
Fred  Moseley,  Route  9,  Box  301, 
Lucedale,  Miss.  39452  (phone  947- 
4886).  Moseley,  before  retiring  and 
moving  to  Mississippi,  was  director  of 
the  School  of  Christian  Training  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 


new 


Pinelake  (Rankin):  Mar .27-30;  Sun¬ 
day  at  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
W^.,  7  p.m.;  Danny  Gray,  William- 
ston,  S.C.,  evangelist;  David  Worth¬ 
ington,  Ridgecrest,  Jackson,  music 
evangelist;  Lannie  Wilboum,  pastor. 


in  Concert 


’Tboae  friends  thou  hast,  and  their 
adoption  tried,  grapple  them  to  thy 
soul  with  hoops  of  steel  — Shakespeare 


New  church  opens  behind  bars 

UDS  LUNAS,  N.  M.  (EP)— Members  pf  a  new  church  to  join  die  Unita¬ 
rian  Uriiversalist  Asswiation  are  behind  bars.  They’re  inmates  at  the 
(Central  New  Mexico  Correctional  Facility.  “’They  feel  it  was  a  vote  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  church  and  the  prison  administration,”  David 
Paladin  said. 

About  25  men  belong  to  the  church,  said  the  Albuque^e  clergyman, 
who  is  pastor  of  the  group.  Their  crimes  range  from  passing  bad  checks  to 
murder.  Their  latest  project  is  a  crime  victims’  fund.  “There  are  so  many 
men  in  prison  that  would  like  to  make  things  iqi,  that  would  like  to  contri¬ 
bute  some  form  of  restitution,”  he  said. 


Chnton  (Jackson  Are^) 

Wood  Coliseum,  Mississippi  College 
Thursday,  April  14  -  7:30  p.m. 

General  Admissiont  $7.(X)  Advance  -  $o.(X}  at  Door 
Tickets  available  at  the  following  Christian  Bookstores: 

Maranatlu  Christian  Life  Bookstore 

Maywood  Mart  and  Metro  Center  1335  Ellis  Ave.  Plaza 
For  ticket  infomiation  call  (601)  366-2695 


Mount  Horeb  (Lauderdale):  Mar. 
27-30;  Sunday  at  11  a.m. ;  each  night  at 
7;  William  F.  EXrans,  State  Boulevard 
Baptist  Church,  Meridian,  preaching; 
Jerry  Sanford,  pastor. 


^4*^  *  baptist  REonun 


Ttanday,  March  24,  im 


Centurymen  will  perform 
on  TV  in  China  this  fall 


_ _  ByCkcg  Waner 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas  (BP)-!!* 
a  choral  group  spon- 
*****  *>y  the  Radio  and  TeltTision 
Coounissioo  (RTVC),  will  tour  the 
P«*ple’8  Republic  of  China  this  fall 
*hd  perform  on  Chinese  radio  and 
television. 

T1»  lOh-voice  male  choir  whose 
■nusic  is  featured  on  Sounds  of  the  Cen¬ 
turymen  and  other  RTVC  radio  prog¬ 
rams,  was  invited  to  mainland  China 
by  Shanghai  Television.  The  group  will 
sing  in  Shanghai,  Beijing  (Peking), 
and  Canton.  They  abo  plan  to  sing  in 
Kong  Kong. 

Tte  (}enturymen  also  will  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  television  crews  from 


NBC  and  the  American  Christian 
Television  System.  A  one-hour  televi- 
sloo  special  on  the  trip  is  scheduled  on 

NBC  in  November. 

“The  Chinese  people  have  extended 
this  hnritatkn  as  part  of  their  ovei^ 
cultural  exchange  program  to  brii^ 
outstanding  musicians  to  China,” 
explained  RTVC  President  Jimmy  R. 
Allen.  “They  are  interested  in  estab¬ 
lishing  relationships  with  the  arts 
communities  of  this  country  and  other 

countries.” 

Although  dates  for  the  trip  have  not 
been  set,  Allen  said  those  aikl  other 
details  wiU  be  worked  out  when  a  sur¬ 
vey  team  from  the  RTVC  goes  to  OUna 

in  May. 


Hunger  gifts  are  doubled 


By  Mary  Jaae  Welch 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)-Southern 
Baptists  gave  a  record  $5.8  million  for 
world  hunger  and  relief  in  1182,  but  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  allocated  even  more— 88 
million— for  world  rdief  projects. 

The  allocations,  more  than  double 
those  for  1181,  funded  182  hunger  and 
relief  projects  in  43  countries.  The 
Foreign  Mission  Board  was  able  to  al¬ 
locate  more  than  it  received  because 
of  funds  on  hand  from  previous  years. 

In  five  years  Southern  Baptist 
yearly  world  relief  giving  has  in¬ 
crease  six-f(dd.  Because  of  the 
board’s  commitment  to  use  funds 
wisely,  missionaries  had  to  plan  care- 
fuOy  to  take  advantage  of  the  rapid 
growth  in  hunger  giving,  mcplai^ 
John  R.  (3ieyne,  board  human  needs 
consultant 

If  giving  and  allocatioos  continue  at 
the  pace  set  in  1982,  hunger  and  relief 
funds  will  be  gone  by  the  end  of  1983. 
Instead,  Cheyne  expects  the  board  to 
maintain  a  reasonable  balance  for  on¬ 
going  programs  and  emergency 
needs. 

In  1982,  the  board  made  a  number  of 
emergency  allocatioos  for  people  such 
as  the  victims  of-fighting  in  Lebanon, 
the  50,000  Rwandans  expelled  with  lit¬ 
tle  notice  from  Uganda  and  people 
going  without  food  because  of  a  falter¬ 
ing  economy  in  Poland. 

But  most  hunger' and  relief  funds 
support  programs  planned  by  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  offer  long-term  solutions 
to  the  hunger  around  them  and  integ¬ 
rated  with  their  other  work. 

“Perhaps  the  particular  signifi¬ 
cance  of  tto  record  is  that  it  is  so  in¬ 
tegrated  into  the  total  mission  prog- 

Bible  Book 


ram  that  it  has  inopact  far  beyond  what 
ifeouM  have  if  it  were  just  a  separate 
reUef  program,”  said  R.  Keith  Parks, 
board  pr^ent. 

Because  Southern  Baptist  relief 
work  relates  to  the  preaching  of  the 
gow)el,  a  concemior  the  whole  man, 
and  the  starting  of  churches  the  prog¬ 
ram  becomes  more  significant,  he 
said. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  human 
needs  program  differs  from  that  of 
many  rdief  agencies  because  it  is  car¬ 
ried  out  mostly  by  missionaries  al¬ 
ready  involved  in  evangelism,  educa¬ 
tion,  medical,  or  other  ministries.  ' 

(Welch,  a  hfisslsaippiaB,  is  a  news 
writer  far  the  FMB.) 


Marion  youths 
to  hear  Evans 

The  associational  youth  rally  for 
Marion  County  will  be  held  Sat., 
March  IS,  at  New  Hope  Church,  Fox- 
worth.  Dianne  Evans,  Miss  Missis¬ 
sippi,  will  be  q>ecial  guest  for  the  even¬ 
ing.  The  program  will  begin  at  7  p.m., 
and  a  fellow^p  will  follow. 


Doty  Springs  plans 
for  Easter  sunrise 

Doty  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Attala 
County,  will  hold  its  first  special  Eas¬ 
ter  sunrise  service,  Sunday  morning, 
April  3,  at  7  a.m.  Joe  Hill,  pastor,  ^11 
speak.  A  church  fellowahip  time  will 
be  held  after  the  service. 


The  Centurymen  are  expected  to 
give  concerts  in  all  three  cities  on  the 
tour.  They  have  also  been  invited  to 
perform  on  radio  and  television  in 
Shanghai  and  will  probably  do  the 
same  in  Beijing.  “We  will  be  singing 
the  choral  music  of  America  including 
classical,  f<dk  and  Afro-American 
music,”  Allen  said. 

Buryi  Red,  director  of  the  C^tury- 
men,  will  compose  a  special  musical 
piece  combining  western  choral  style 
with  traditional  Chinese  instrumental 
accompaniment.  The  work  will  be 
praniered  on  the  China  trip. 

The  Centurymen  were  formed  by  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission  in 
1988.  The  memhers  are  all  ministers  of 
musk  at  Southern  Baptist  churches 
and  represents  more  than  30  states. 
The  group  has  recorded  nine  albums 
and  is  heud  weekly  on  538  radio  sta¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States.  They  have 
appeared  on  previous  NBC  specials  in 
1969  and  1972.  Members  will  pay  their 
own  way  on  the  trip  which  will  cost 
about  83,000. 

(Warner  writes  fer  the  RTVC.) 


Jamea  Deyle,  pastor  of  Robinson 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  has 
accepted  a  call  to  Midlane  Baptist 
Church,  Louisville,  Ky.  March  13  was 
his  last  Sunday  at  Robinson  St. 

Jimmy  A.  Smith  has  accepted  the 
call  to  become  pastor  of  Ute  Parkway 
Baptist  Church,  Kosciusko.  He  is  a  na- 

. .  '  tive  of  Booneville, 

Miss.,  and  a 
graduate  of  North¬ 
east  Mississippi 
Junior  (College  and 
Mississippi  State 
University.  Also  he 
has  a  M.Div.  degree 
from  Southwest¬ 
ern  Seminary,  Ft. 

Smith  Worth,  Tex.,  and 
plans  soon  to  enter  the  Doctor  of  Minis¬ 
try  program.  Both  before  and  after 
seminary,  he  served  as  pastor  and 
staff  member  of  several  Mississippi 
churches.  He  goes  to  Parkway  from 
the  Okolona  Baptist  Church,  Hatton, 
Ala.  where  he  was  pastor.  He'  also 
serves  as  a  chaplain  in  the  Army  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  with  the  grade  of  captain. 
He  and  his  fantily  will  move  to  Kos¬ 
ciusko  in  mid-April. 

Olivet  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport,  has 
called  Bobby  (^ick  as  minister  of 
musk  and  youth. 


r 


— - - Devotional - 

Rejoicing 

By  Ken  Marier,  pastor.  First,  Hoaston,  Miss. 

PhUppiaas  4:4 

Everyone  was  tired.  We  had  been  gone  from  home  four  days,  it  was  Saturday 
night  and  you  could  feel  the  weariness  of  everyone  settling  in.  We  do  this  every 
year  and  every  year  we  lose  sleep,  get  tired,  become  anxious  and  nervous.  Our 
youth  choir  was  getting  ready  to  sing  for  a  Saturday  night 
service.  The  crom  was  excellent,  the  choir  did  a  superb  job, 
and  then  it  happened. 

All  the  weariness  of  the  hour  caught  up  with  one  of  our  girls. 
Right  after  the  invitation  was  over,  I  notked  she  was  crying. 
Every  thought  but  the  right  one  ran  through  my  mind.  Some¬ 
one  has  hurt  her  feelings,  or  she  missed  a  note,  or  she  is  sick  ( I 
prayed  that  was  not  the  problem),  or  a  million  other  things.  By 
this  time,  she  was  out  the  choir  loft  door  in  the  rehearsal  area. 
1 1  met  her  there,  wanting  to  help  and  ready  to  cons(de  her  hurt 
Marier  feelings  or  whatever.  Did  1  ever  learn  a  lesson.  “What  is 
wrong,  Carol?”  (not  her  real  name),  I  asked. 

“Nothing,  it’s  just  that,  well.  I’m  so  happy  I  can’t  stand  it.” 

Get  the  picture  —  I’m  ready  for  upset  stomach,  hurt  feelings,  homeskk,  or  no 
telling  what  —  and  she  says  she  is  crying  because  she  is  happy !  So  I  just  hugged 
her  and  appreciated  her  sermon  to  me. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  were  that  happy  about  serving  the  Lord?  To  most 
people  service  is  a  chore  and  certainly  nothing  to  be  happy  about.  “Rejoke  in  the 
Lord  alway:  and  againi  say,  rejoke”  (Philippians4:4).  Surely  there  ^e  excep¬ 
tions.  Like  last  Sunday  morning.  You  were  out  late  Saturday  night;  it  is  9: 15  and 
you  are  trying  to  wake  up  your  family ;  no  ope  has  eaten  breakfast;  no  one  wants 
to  do  anything.  Finally  at  9:45  you  leave  the  house  because  they  are  waiting  on 
you  in  your  children’s  Sunday  School  class.  Your  family  gets  to  church  at  10:00 
(for  8:45  Sunday  School).  Titan  you  get  home  lecturing  everyone  on  Christian 
service  and  responsibility.  Any  rejoking  in  your  Christian  life  lately? 


Uniform 


David  Sartia  has  assunted  duties  as 
director  of  activities  and  education  at 
First  Baptist  CTiurch,  Wiggins.  Sartin, 
who  recently  received  the  Mastw  of 
Divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  is  a  native  of  Marks  and  a 
graduate  ct  Delta  State  University.  He 
and  his  wife,  Lisa,  were  welcomed  to 
First  Baptist  Church  with  a  reception 
and  “poundmg”  by  the  congregation. 

■ 

PtaaM  Dnnabne  has  resigned  as 
pastor  (rf  Midway  Baptist  Church, 
Vardaman,  to  become  pastor  of  North 
Ripley  Baptist  Church,  Ripley. 
Dunahue  was  at  Midway  for  six  years. 
He  attended  Blue  Mountain  Ckdiege. 

Denson  “Denny”  Deavers,  pastor  of 
Sauls  Valley  Baptist  Church,  Mon- 
ticello,  has  resign^  to  accept  Uk  pas- 

-  torate  of  Pof-tway 

Baptist  Ctiiurch, 
Brownsville,  Tex. 
He  is  a  native  of 
Mississippi,  a 
graduate  of  Sum- 
rail  High  School, 
and  a  graduate  of 
William  C^arey  Col¬ 
lege.  He  was  or-<. 

Deavers  ,  dained  into  the') 
ministry  of  the  Topeka  *  Baptist 
Church,  Lawrence  County,  and  has 
served  Sauls  Valley  since  1960. 


1982  biggest 
year  for  ABS 


NEW  YORK,  N.,Y.  lABS)  -  Dis¬ 
tribution  of  Scriptures  in  the  U.S.  by 
the  Amerkan  Bible  Society  last  year 
topped  the  124  million  mark. 

That  made  1962  the  second  biggest 
year  in  the  167-year  history  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety’s  work  in  the  United  States^ 

The  precise  figure  was  124,362,426 
copies,  bettering  the  1961  total  by  over 
26  million,  or  26.6  percent. 

lliis  figure  does  not  include  distribu¬ 
tion  ABS  helped  achieve  in  other  coun¬ 
tries. 

Giving  boosts  to  the  distribution 
total  were  a  number  of  special  prog¬ 
rams  over  and  above  r^ular  demand. 

When  prison  chaplains  throughout 
the  country  offwed  free  New  Testa¬ 
ments  to  inmates  they  asked  for  over 

1.6  million  copies,  of  whkh  814,577 
were  distribute  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
with  more  of  them  going  outthis  year. 

Participants  at  the  Knoxville 
World’s  Fair  and  in  surrounding  areas 
put  in  a  call  for  pyik  two  kpp- 
cial  Scriptures. 


Life  and  Work 


Paula  WiiUainsaa  has  resigned  the 
position  of  minister  of  youth  and  edu- 
^ion  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Okolona,  to  accept  Uie  position  of 
minister  of  education  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Ferriday,  La. 

Stewart  Charch,  Meatgemery 
Cauty,  has  a  new  pastor,  Benny  Hill. 
Tlie  church  welcomed  him  and  his 
fannily  with  an  old-fashioned  pound¬ 
ing. 

Ernest  Hatbcock  is  the  new  pastor  at 
Mulberry  Church,  Montgomery 
County. 

Meak’s  Creek 
Baptist  Charch, 
Un^aCoaaty.has 
called  Joseph 
Wayne  McNeil  as 
pastor.  McNeil,  a 
native  of  South 
Carolina’  expects  to 
be  gradual  from 
New  Orleans  Semi- 

McNdl 

WMU  promotes 
three  staffers 

I 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)-Three 
women  have  been  named  to  top  man¬ 
agement  posts  in  a  staff  reorganiza¬ 
tion  Woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
Auxiliary  to  Southern  Baptist  (Conven¬ 
tion.  (Catherine  B.  Allen,  Bobbie  Sor- 
rill,  and  June  Whitlow,  all  on  the  WMU 
national  staff,  will  become  associate 
executive  directors. 

Allen  will  supoy  ise  the  mission  ser-  ^ 
vkes  system  which  includes  product 
procurement  and  delivery,  personnel, 
internal  operations,  and  financial  op- 
erstioitt 

Sorrill  will  be  in  charge  of  the  mis¬ 
sions  education  sjntem.  It  includes 
curriculum  planning,  publications, 
program  interpretation,  and  WMU 
language  work. 

I^tlow  will  supervise  the  office  of 
missions  coordination  whkh  includes 
coordination  with  other  SBC  agencies 
and  state  WMUs,  as  well  as  publk  re¬ 
lations  and  the  WMU  library  services. 

Weatherford  also  announced  the  na¬ 
tional  Executive  Board  has  approved 
nine  new  staff  positions. 


Hebron  Charch,  Grenada;  March 
11-13;  Tim  Horton,  preaching;  Sunday 
morning,  one  profession  of  faith;  bap¬ 
tismal  service  Sunday  night,  follow^ 
by  a  fellowship  supper.  Youth  of  the 
church  condikted  all  church  services 
Mgr.  20,  at  the  c9nclusion  of  youth 
week.  '  ' 


-  >  , 

Paul  and  Roman  believers  Sharing  the  good  news  Fellowship  of  suffering 


By  Joe  H.  Tnten,  pastor. 
Calvary,  Jackson 
Romans  15:14  - 18:27 
Sunday’s  lesson  concludes  bur  study 
■  oftbe  book  of  Romans,  which  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Paul  probably  in  57  A.D.  after  he 
had  been  in  Corinth  about  three 
months.  This  letter  to  the  (Kristians  in 
Rome  was  Paul’s  deepest  and  most 
comprehensive  discussion  of  the 
CTiristian  faith. 

Paul  poured  his  whole  intellect  and 
spirit  into  the  lett«-.  The  main  under¬ 
lying  theme  of  the  entire  book  is  love 
(agape),  (Sod’s  love  and  the  (Christ¬ 
ian’s  love.  We  have  missed  the  main 
'message  of  the  book  if  we  have  failed 
to  see  this.  Love  is  the  point  of  refer¬ 
ence  in  all  that  Paul  has  brilliantly  ex¬ 
pounded  and  powerfully  debat^  in 
Romans.  Paul  closed  his  letter  with 
several  brief  messages  of  a  somewhat 
personal  nature,  and  then  finally,  with 
a  great  prayer  of  praise.  These  mes¬ 
sages  and  this  prayer  compose  our 
study  this  week. 

Paul’s  authority  for  wridag  to  the 
Romaus  (Romans  15:14-21).  In  the 
passages  for  last  Sunday's  ledson  Paul 
had  come  down  rather  hard  on  the 
Gentile  members  in  the  church  at 
Rome  as  the  stronger  Christians.  He 
had  told  them  in  no  uncertain  terms  to 
stop  judging  (Romans  14:13)  the 
Jewish  members  because  of  their  con¬ 
scientious  scruples  about  eating  meat 
and  the  question  about  what  day  was  to 
be  observed  as  a  day  of  worship.  In 
pleasant  and  complimentary  terms 
(Romans  15:14),  Paul  explained  that 
he  had  spoken  boldly  to  than  because, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  he  had  been  made 
a  “minister  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles”  (Romans  15:15-18). 

This  God-given  call  and  his  faithful¬ 
ness  to  that  call,  affirmed  by  (Sod  in  the 
power  of  the  spirit  (Romans  15:19), 
provided  the  authority  for  him  to  write 
as  boldly  as  he  had  and  lay  heavy  chal¬ 
lenges  upon  them.  It  was  for  their 
siAe,  that  “the  offering  up  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  might  be  acceptable,  being 
sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost”  (Ro¬ 
mans  15:18). 

Paul’s  plau  to  visit  Reuse  (Remans 
15:22-33).  The  deep  love  of  Paul  is  re¬ 
vealed  in  this  passage  as  well  as  his 
strategy  for  further  speadjng  the  (Sos- 
pel.  First,  he  would  go  to  jierusalem  to 
present  to  the  poor  Jewish  (Christians 
there  a  brotherly  love  offering  from 
Gentile  Christians  in  Maceidonia, 
Acbaia,  and  other  areas  (Romans 
15:25-28). 

'  He  asiwd  the  church  at  Rome  to  pray 
for  him  as  he  went  to  Jerusalem:  (1) 
that  he  would  be  delivered  from  the 
iinjklievers  there  who  (bated  him 


fiercely  and  (2)  that  he  would  be  ac-  . 
cepted  by  the  believers  (Romans 
15:31).  Then,  after  the  trip  to 
Jerusalem,  which  he  hoped  would  help 
heal  the  growing  alienation  between 
Jewish  (Christians  and  Gentile  (Christ¬ 
ians  almost  everywhere,  he  planned  to 
go  to  Spain. 

He  intended  to  stop  by  Rome  on  his 
way  tb  Spain.  He  would  only  stop  by 
Rome  because  Christianity  had  been 
in  Rome  at  least  a  quarto- of  a  century , 
and  Paul  did  not  build  upon  another’s 
foundation.  His  intention  was  to  go  to 
Spain  because  Spain  was  home  to 
some  of  the  outstanding  thinkers  and 
leaders  of  the  whole  emp)^$^t  was 
Paul’s  strategy  to  plant  the  Go^l  in 
that  most  western  part  of  Europe  and 
among  people  who  were  producing 
men  who  could  shape  the  world. 

Greetiags  to  triesds  iu  Rome  (Ro¬ 
mans,  18:1-18).  There  is  some  lively 
discunion  going  on  presently  about 
whether  “it  is  scriptairal”  to  ordain 
women  as  deaconesses.  Paul  said,  “I 
commend  unto  you  Phebe  our  sister, 
which  is  a  servant  (dlakouou)  of  the 
church  whkh  is  at  Cenchrea”  (Ro¬ 
mans  16:1).  This  is  followed  by  21  sa¬ 
lutes,  not  a  21-^  salute,  but  21  salutes 
and  greetings  to  fellow  Christians. 
Notice  that  the  first  one  mentioned  is  a 
woman. 

A  warning  against  false  teachers 
(Romaas  18:17-28).  Paul  abruptly 
ended  his  personal  greetings  and  sud¬ 
denly  burst  forth  with  a  strong  warn¬ 
ing.  Paul  later  returned  to  the  pattm 
of  Christian  greeting  by  extending 
greetings  from  his  co-workers  (Ro¬ 
mans  16:21-24).  Why  this  sudden  wam- 
ii«?  Many  scholars  belkve  Paul  was 
warning  against  the  Gnostk  here^. 

This  was  far  more  serious  than  Jewish 
scruples  about  meat  and  days  of  wor¬ 
ship.  This  heresy  threatened  the  v^ 
foimdation  and  life  stream  of  Christ¬ 
ianity.  It  caused  divisions.  It  was  de¬ 
ceptive.  It  appealed  to  base  human 
pride  through  intellectual  ditism.  AO 
that  (jnostkism  embraced  was  totaUy 
foreign  and  alien  to  the  (%ristian  Gos- 
pd. 

Greetfa«s  frtm  Paid’s  hdpers  (Re- 
■MM  18:21-24).  Christian  greetings  of 
love  and  fellowship  were  extended 
from  dght  of  Paul’s  hdpers.  The  di¬ 
versity  of  thdr  service  can  be  ob¬ 
served. 

A  fvrfidtog  prayer  sf  praise  (Re¬ 
ams  18:2827).  Paul  concluded  bis  let¬ 
ter  with  a  great  doxology.  This  doxd- 
ogy  gathers  up  several  of  the  most 

prominent  biUkd  truths  about  (k)d.  It 
begins  with  reference  to  (Sod’s  power 
and  ends  with  reference  to  (Sod’s 
glory.  It  embraces  historical  perspec- 
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Most  of  us  have  on  occasion  found 
ourselves  needing  directions  to  a  par- 
tkular  destination.  Someone  may  tell 
us  how  to  get  there  or  draw  us  a  map  or 
say ,  “Let  me  take  you  there.  ”  This  last 
is  best  of  all.  We  feel  comfortable 
knom^  that  one  who  knows  the  way  is 
serAisAs  our  guide  and  we  shall 
reach'bK  destination. 

(SoM  M^tination  for  everyone  is  his 
grara  all  the  benefits  —  forgive¬ 
ness,  cleansing,  new  life,  transforma¬ 
tion,  meaning  and  purpose  —  which 
come  with  it  This  grace  is  found  when 
he  himself  in  Christ  is  found.  God’s 
method  has  always  been  that  one  who 
knows  Christ  should  ^ide  another 
who  needs  to  know  Christ  to  him.  This 
passage  offers  insights  concerning 
how  we  can  guide  others  to  Christ 
more  effectively. 

Seven  men  had  been  set  apart  by  the 
church  at  Jerusalem  to  see  that 
everyone’s  needs  were  met.  Luke 
writes  of  the  subsequent  careers  of  two 
of  these,  Stephen  and  Philip. 

Stephen’s  preaching  (Acts  6:8-7:60) 
brought  inunediate  reaction  from  the 
Jews.  He  was  stoned  to  death  and  per¬ 
secution  against  the  church  began 
immediately.  Many  believers  fled 
Jerusalem  (8:1,4).  Philip  was  one  of 
these.  He  went  to  Samaria  and 
preached  the  gospel.  Many  Samari¬ 
tans  responded  at  once  and  knew  the 
joy  (Svist  brings  (8:5-8). 

After  returning  to  Jerusalem,  Philip 
was  led  by  God  to  the  highway  going 
from  Jerusalem  to  Gaza.  Here  he  was 
to  be  used  by  God  as  a  guide  to  direct  a 
certain  man  to  Christ. 

I.  To  be  effeedve  we  mast  be  obedient 

to  the  lewlerahip  ef  the  Holy  Spirit 

(8:28,28). 

Philip  did  not  know  exactly  what  he 
was  to  do  when  he  left  Jerusalem,  yet 
be  obeyed  (jod’s  leadership.  When  he 
saw  tte  Ethiopian  the  Spirit  urged  him 
to  approach  the  man.  A^in  he  obeyed. 

Notice  the  role  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
evangelism.  He  had  prepared  the 
heart  of  the  Ethi^an  (he  was  reading 
a  passage  of  scripture  concerning  the 


tive  in  that  it  encompasses  scripture, 
the  prophets,  and  the  preaching  of 
Jesus  Christ.  It  is  permeated  throui^- 
out  with  a  divine-human  relational 
dimension  in  that  it  exalts  revelation, 
salvation,  and  obedience.  The  doxol- 
ogy  is  nothing  less  than  eternal  in  its 
scope.  Some  think  it  is  a  doxology  not 
akne  to  Romans  but  to  all  Paul’s  let¬ 
ters. 


death  of  Christ),  and  he  led  Philip,  a 
belkver,  to  the  searching  man. 

II.  To  be  effective  we  must  be  willtaig  to 

cross  barriers  (8:27). 

There  were  barriers  between  the 
Jewish  Christian  Philip  and  this  man. 
The  man  was  an  Ethiofnan,  an  Afri¬ 
can.  He  was  of  a  different  race,  culture 
and  nationality.  Later,  Peter  (ch.  10) 
would  have  great  diffkulty  crossing 
the  barrier  that  separated  (lentile  and 
Jew.  Furthermore,  this  man  was  a 
eunuch.  The  Greek  word  here  trans¬ 
lated  means  “one  emasculated.”  As 
an  offkial  in  the  court  of  the  (^ueen 
Mother  (“(Tandace”  is  her  title)  the 
man  had  been  subjected  to  a  surgery 
which  would  forever  bar  him  from 
Judaism.  Although  he  was  a  God- 
fearer,  one  grown  weary  of  paganism 
and  an  admirer  of  Judaism,  he  was 
prohibited  from  every  being  fully  ac¬ 
cepted.  He  is  hindered  by  the  Law 
(Deut  23:1). 

Yet  Philip  does  not  hesitate  to  cross 
these  barriers.  Race,  culture,  nation¬ 
ality,  class,  and  economk  walls  must 
be  hurled  over  to  share  (list’s  gospel. 

III.  To  be  effective,  we  mast  begih 
where  a  person  is  (8:28-34). 

The  man  was  reading  aloud  from 
Isaiah  53,  a  poem  of  the  Suffaing  Ser¬ 
vant.  Philip  was  sensitive  to  what  the 
man  was  thinking  about  and  seized  the 
opportunity  to  share  (^ist  with  him. 
One  must  be  sensitive  to  whae  a  per¬ 
son  is,  where  his  interests  Ik,  where 
the  hurt  is,  what  the  question  is.  Then, 
from  that  point,  one  can  be  a  guide, 
leading  another  to  Christ. 

IV.  To  be  effective  we  most  preach 
Jesu  (8:3528). 

The  word  translated  “preached”  is 
the  verb  form  of  the  noun  “gospel” 
(good  news).  Philip  “good-news-ed” 
him.  Undoubtedly  he  explained  the 
purpose  of  Christ’s  death  on  the  cross, 
the  resurrection  and  the  response  of 
faith.  He  must  have  stressed  the  need 
for  baptism  as  an  outward  sign  of  what 
had  h^pened  in  a  person’s  heart 

The  having  EthiofMan  exclaimed, 
“What  hinders  me  from  being  bap¬ 
tized?”  (V.  36).  He  was  hindered  from 
becoming  one  of  (Sod’s  people  under 
the  Old  Covenant  but  not  the  New. 
While  verse  37  is  not  in  the  most  an¬ 
cient  manuscripts  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  it  is  certainly  understood  that 
this  one  had  faith  in  Christ  and  Philip 
baptized  him  accordingly. 

The  Ethiopian  went  on  his  way  re¬ 
joking  (V.  39)-  Philip  continued  shar¬ 
ing  the  good  news  up  the  coast  line  of 
the  M^iterranean  Sea  until  he 
reached  Caesarea  (v.  40).  There  he 
settled  down  and  served  as  Paul’s  host 
20  years  later  (Acts  21:8). 
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Matt  5:18-12:  18:1823 

For  some  people  life  appears  to  be  a 
“bowl  of  cherries.”  They  have  suffi¬ 
cient  income,  escape  personal  suffer¬ 
ing  and  sorrows,  and  have  not  been 
disappointed  by  people.  It  seems  for  a 
long,  long  time  that  for  them  all  is  well 
in  the  world,  but  ultimately  troubles 
will  come. 

Other  people  appear  to  have  their 
share  or  more  of  trouble  all  along.  To¬ 
day’s  lesson  deals  with  how  troubles 
may  be  faced  and  used  creatively. 
Jesus  suffered  as  a  result  of  his  way  of 
living  and  working.  We  live  in  a  radi¬ 
cally  different  setting  and,  at  least  on 
the  surface,  seem  to  be  immune  to  the 
kind  of  hostility  and  pressures  he 
faced.  How  can  Jesus’  teachings  on 
this  subject  apply  to  our  lives? 

Pressures  of  his  secular  world  (Vv. 
5:10-12) 

Charlk  Brown,  the  popular  comic 
strip  character,  frequently  olfers  the 
reader  a  pearl  by  beginning  with 
“Happiness  is  . . .”  and  describes  a 
pleasurable  experience  or  happening. 
The  beatitudes  might  be  translated 
“Happiness  is”  instead  of  “piessed 
are.”  It  seems  opposite  to  follow  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  happiness  with  one’s  being  mis¬ 
treated  for  iiis  commitment  to  (^ist 
but  this  is  the  promise  Jesus  makes. 

In  an  earlier  lesson  this  greater  con¬ 
sideration  was  given  to  rewards  re¬ 
sulting  from  dertain  actions.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  not  only  in  the  hereaf¬ 
ter  is  God’6  pleasure  experienced  but 
also  in  the  midst  of  life’s  vkissitudes. 
As  the  kingdom  haz  implications  for 
our  lives  both  present  and  future  so  do 
these  rewards.  God  is  near  and  experi¬ 
enced  far  more  perfectly.  Priorities 
assume  their  rightful  place  as  a  )«sult. 

Opposlttou  frem  political  leaders 
(Vv.  10:16-20). 

Jesus  is  giving  instruction  to  his 
apostles  as  he  sends  them  out  OQ  a  mis¬ 
sion  tour  in  Galilee.  “Apo6tle”|means 
one  sent  forth.  He  sent  them  to  do  the 
things  that  he  did  and  to  tell  the  people 
what  he  had  b^  saying.  Thk  would 
result  in  a  collision  with  the  entrench¬ 
ed  religious  leaders  of  the  day. 

He  compares  the  treatment  his 
apostles  would  receive  to  tl^  which 
occurs  whoi  wolves  are  in  the  sheep- 
frid.  The  p^atory  animals  with  their 
mouths  clipping  blood  were  no  nnore 
dangerous  than  the  leaders  who  felt 
tl^tened  by  the  ministry  of  (luist’s 
disciples.  The  lesser  courts  called 
councils  would  rule  against  them  and 
have  them  scourged,  (jovemors  and 
even  the  king  in  some  instapees  would 


enter  into  the  picture.  This  could  well 
result  in  their  martyrdom. 

His  apostles  were  to  stay  the  course 
knowing  that  the  Spirit  of  (iod  would  be 
present  giving  them  the  words  to 
speak  and  meeting  whatever  needs 
tlwy  might  have. 

His  eye  is  on  the  sparrow  (Vv. 
10:2821) 

Among  the  themes  of  Jesus’  teach¬ 
ings  that  mean  the  most  to  Christians 
is  his  blunt  assessment  of  the  power  of 
forces  in  this  world  and  yet  issuing  the 
call  “let  not  your  heart  be  troubled” 
(John  14:1).  Hiings  were  bad,  but  they 
would  get  worse.  Nevertheless  he  said, 
“Do  not  be  afraid. . .  .’’The  worst  that 
evil  men  could  do  would  be  to  destroy 
the  body.  He  affirmed  that  this  is  in  no 
way  comparable  to  destruction  of  the 
soul. 

Jesus  uses  the  well-known  examfde 
of  a  near  worthless  sparrow  that  is 
cared  for  and  watch^  oVer  by  the 
heavenly  Father.  He  further  elabo¬ 
rates  that  something  as  unimportant 
as  the  hairs  on  an  individual ’s  h^  are 
numbered  by  God.  How  much  more  is 
God  concerned  with  the  soul  of  a  per¬ 
son  made  in  his  own  image.  Man  is 
created  to  be  his  companion  through¬ 
out  eternity.  This  is  the  same  lesson 
God  taught  in  the  Old  Testament 
through  Jonah’s  experience  with  the 
gourd  vine.  The  eternal  souls  of  people 
have  infinitely  more  value  than  tem¬ 
porary  things  that  bring  only  brief  ple¬ 
asures.  Let  us  be  instructed  by  his 
Words  and  get  our  priorities  in  onlcr. 

Off  the  Record 

The  minister  asked  for  anyone  who 
knew  a  truly  perfect  person  to  stand 
up.  After  a  long  pause,  a  meek-looking 
f^ow  in  the  back  stood.  “Do  you  re¬ 
ally  know  a  perfect  person?”  he  was 
asked. 

“Yes,  sir,  I  do,”  answered  the  man. 

“Would  you  please  tell  the  congrega¬ 
tion  who  this  rare,  perfect  person  is?” , 
pursued  the  preacher. 

“Yes,  sir.  It  was  my  wife’s  first  hus¬ 
band.” 

A  hnnter  hired  a  guide  to  lead  him 
through  the  wilderness.  The  hunter 
soon  discovered  they  were  walking 
around  in  circles. 

“We’re  lost,”  the  hunter  complained 
to  the  guide.  “I  thought  you  said  you 
were  the  best  guide  in  the  state  of 
Maine.” 

“I  am,”  said  the  guide.  “But  I  think 
we're  in  Canada  now.” 

Aa  after-diaaer  speech  should  be 
like  dessert:  Small,  rkh  and  qukkly 
finished. 


